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Pursuant to yotir request there Is forth below the 
Information concerning thedleeemlnatlon and subsequent recall 
of a document capt loned^.4n^> yunIsm and the NeRro Movement * A 
Current AnalyslsI* dated i07lfe7b3~ 

The above document was disseminated on a !|^^^ecret 
basis to the Attorney General, with a copy each for the Deputy 
Attorney General and the Assistant Attorneys General Burke Marshall 
and J. Valter Yeagley* In addition, a copy each was sent to 
P, Xenneth O’Donnell, Special Assistant to the President, Dean Rtisk, 
Secretary of State, John McCone, Director of the Central Intelligence 
ency, Robert S. McNamara, Secretary of Defense, Rear Admiral 
ufus L. Taylor, Director of Naval Intelligence, Major General 
Alva R, Fitch, Assistant Chief of Staff for Army Intelligence, * 
Brigadier General John S, Samuel, Director of Special Investigations 
for the Air Force and General D. M. Shoup, Commandant of the Marine 
Corps* The dissemination was recommcuided and approve<^ by memoranda 
dated 10/15 /iS captioned "Ccmmtunlsm and the Negro Movement-- ^ 

A Current Analysis,” and 10/18/63, same caption, both from 
Mr. W. C. Sullivan to A. H. Belmont* (Xerox of each attached)* 

The dissemination to General Shoup was authorized by memorandum 
dated 10/25/63 from D. J. Brennan, Jr., to Mr* V. C. Sullivan 
captioned ’'Request From Commandant, Marine Corps, for Top Secret 
Document Entitled 'Communism and the Negro Movement - A Current 
Anal 3 ^ 1 s,"' (Xerox attached)* ll^^ditlon^ on an Informative Note 
dated 12/2/63 (Xerox attached) tHfte as tpt^op _ 

Secret summary was made available to President 3(e>3P 

Mr* DeLoach and it was returned the next day, 4 

By memorandum dated 10/25/63 (Xerox a ttach ed? ^ 

Director, John Edgar Hoover to Messrs* Tolson, Deloach 

I Rosen and Sullivan, the Director stated that the Attorney General 
^It we should get back all copies of the document captioned 

the Negro Movem^t - A Current Analysis" dated ^ 
\ i0/16/o^. In accordaii^e with the Director’s instruct 1ms. ^11 coi^ es 
‘were retrieved from the Indlvj-duals tn ..i^nm thav were _dls_st ffiln&t.e4A 
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The enclosed article is a factual, documented 
analysis of the over-all current situation, V^e believe ^ 
that it would be of interest not only to the Attorney General 
but also to Mr, O'Donnell, at the White bousej Mr, McCone, at 
the Central Intelligence Agency; Mr. Rusk, at the Department 
of State; as well as to Mr. McNamara and the three Armed Force 
intelligence agencies of the Defense Department. Accordingly, 
if the article as prepared is approved, we propose to dis¬ 
seminate it to the afore-mentioned individuals and agencies. 


RECOMJvl ENDA TION; 


'f.'MO' 


That the enclosed article be approved. If approved, 
. it should be returned to the Domestic Intelligence Division 
\ for preparation of appropriate letters of transmittal. 
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KEQU23T FROM CXIMMANDANT, MARINE CORPS. 
FOR TOP SECRET DOCUloN’T ENTITLED 
"COM rUNISM AND THE NEGRO MOVa.IEPJT - 
A CURRENT ANALYSIS" 



' 'C' On 10/24/63, Major Henry R. Marshall, Counterintelligence 

.Branch, U. S. Marine Corps, personally requested a copy of captioned 

^1- 1L_J t_»_A. - J 1 -1 * •_•• _ _ tv*_. 


\ report, which had been disseminated to Admiral Rufus Taylor, Director 
! ^'Of Naval Intelligence, According to Major Marshall, Marine CoLraandaiit 
David J. Shoup had expressed a personal desire to review tliis in- 
; fonnation and inasmuch as his office had not been furnished this 
^ data, he requested that an extra copy be disseminated to him. 

■ v; 

JJ In accordance with General Shoup*s request, a copy was 

-'furnished to Major Marshall on 10/24/63. Major Marshall was impressed 
,with the extremely sensitive nature of the information set forth 
in the document and was appropriately admonished to insure timt ^ /7) 
proper security is afforded it. 
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herein is unclassified 
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Informative note 

Dot* . ■-02 / 2/ 63 


Attached is Atlaata teletype 
12/5/63 indicating Martin Luther 
King will meet with President 
Johnson 11:30 a.m., 12/3/63. 

Also attached is the summary, 
•’Communism and the Kegro Movement 
A Current Analysis,” which we pre 
pared on King. This memorandum 
was disseminated and later all 
copies were recalled, at x*equest 


of the AG. 

TMs information re King will be 
of vital interest to the President 
Y/e suggest that Walter W. Jenkins, 
Assistant to the President, be 
orally briefed by Assistant Direct^ 
DeLoach regarding the background 
of King. The attached TOP SECRET 
sunnary contains data which may be 
utilized for the briefing. 
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FBPs lapping 
of King phones { 


The FBI has a lot rnore explain !or to do about Its motives 
for spying on the late Dr. Martin Luther King. 

\ It has publicly described as ''malicious" a column written 

by Carl Rowan that criticized the tapping of Dr. King’* 

phones. 

Clyde Tolson, associate FBI director, says the wiretapping 
was done for "national security” rea.sons. with the approval 
of the late Robert Kennedy, then attorney general. 

That doesn’t come even close to telling It. 

I ONE THING IT DOESN’T EXPLAIN, is the following Inch 

dent; 

About four years ago. an ex-FBI agent 1 knew asked me to 
join him for a round of golf. 

' After the round, we sat In the clubhouse chatting. He 

worked the conversation around to Dr. King. 

He told me the FBI had been using a variety of electronic 
^ eavesdropping devices on Dr. King. Besides tapping his 

phone, they had planted listening devices in hotel rooms he 
used while traveling. 

The re.sult. he said, was a very thick file on Dr. King. ' 

He gave me some examples 

They were very personal things. They were things I'm 
sure Dr. King would not want anyone else to know about. If 
you bugged almost anyone’s bedroom long enough, you 
would hear things that person didn't want anyone else to 
know about. 

.1 . BUT NONE OF IHE THING.S this ex-FBI agent told me 

f reiiected m any way on Dr. King’s loyalty, his Americanism, 

I or seemed to be remotely related to national security. 

I Nor did they reflect on his role as a leader in the civil 

rights crusade, a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, or ■ 
figure of historic Importance. 

I asked the ex-FBI agent If hla information was merely 

H gossip or if he was sure about It. 

He said he had visited J. Edgar Hoover In Washington and 
had been briefed on the contcni.s of the King file. 

It w.ns not unronimoh, he said, for Iru.slcd ex-agents to be 
' j: let in on such things. 

Obviously. I was suppo.sed to be shocked by the things he 
■ told me. And I was. But not tor the reasons he assum^. 

I The shocking part of k was that he was actually sitting 

I there telling me such things. j 

I They were none of my business, and they were none of his I 

~ business. They were nobody's business but Dr. King’s. / 

; IT WAS PLAIN OLD MUD-SLTNGING, on a level with the 
; lowest scandal snagazines and transom-peeking publications.. 

' . There was no doubt in my mind then, and none now, that 

it was being leaked to me for the purpose of discrediting Dr. 

1 King. 

' . The same type of fb-f have since learned, occurred in 

/ Olhtr elde*.'wiif, oil.Cl- iv 

{ ■ - iving. — - ... -- - 

’. The same type of thing. 1 have since learned, occurred In 

/ other cities,'with other lyewsroen. 

And It doesn't take much imagination to figure out why. 
Dr. King and Hoover had engaged fai a furious public quai^ . 
y. t l?l. Hoover, quite clearly, did not like Dr. King. 

^ ^ I That’s why 1 sugge-st the FBI hasn't given an adequate ex- 

planalion. 

~ If the wiretapping was being done for national .security. I 

^.iresume that it should have been kept a big secret. 

Secret? How much of a secret was ft If a newspaper col- 
- t, ^umnist In Chicago knew of the eavesdropping? Or if a for- 
' mcr agent — a private citizen — could talk about it? 

^ (For the record, the ex-agent was not a two-bit gumshoe 
• "J W given to flights of fancy. He was then a well knovx and 
-_i J I highly respected investigator. He is today a famous and 
-r powerful man-) 

r- y . and IS THE PURPOSE OF SUCH official eavesdropping 
r V to gather spile material, transom peeking tidbits that v-ill be 
V ^-hispered in the eatr. of opinlon-mnkrrs? 

'' ri ' Tint, of course, i.s the greatest d.anpcr from Bj,". Prether 
~ i Jl’ l 2 j and his big car. 

,■ 'jr 1_ H I hat's 'vlnt Dr. Kir-;’', file '.v's -or. I '' ■.. . 



from Bj,". P'-other 








^ vbout four years ago, an ex-FBI agent I knew a»’ -'I me to 
him for a round of golf. 

' After the round, we sat in the clubhouse chatt-.g. He 

worked the conversation around to Dr. King. 

' He told me the FBf had been using a variety of electixmic 
eavesdropping devices on Dr. King. Besides tapping his 
phone, they had planted listening devices in hotel rooms he 
used w'hile traveling. 

. The result, he said, was a very thick file on Dr. King. * 

■ . He gave me some examples. 

They were very personal things. They were things I'm 
sure Dr. King would not want anyone else to know about. If 
you bugged almost anyone’s bedroom long enough, ywi ■ 
would hear things that person didn't want anyone else to « 
know about. I 

_ BUT NONE OF THE THINGS this ex-FBI agent told me 1 

reiiected in any way on Dr. King’s loyalty, his Americanism, ' 
or seemed to be remotely related to national security. 

Nor did they reflect on his role as a leader in the dvll 
rights crusade, a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, or a 
figure of historic importance. 

' I asked the ex-FBI agent if his information was merdy 
gossip or if he was sure about it. 

IJ He said he had visited J. Edgar Hoover in Washington and 
j j ■ bad been briefed on the conicnLs of the King file, 

, It wa.s not uncommph, he said, for trusted ex-agenu to be 

i ^ let in on such thing's. 

Obviously, I was supposed to be shocked by the things be 
‘ told me. And I was. But not ^r the reasons he assumed, 

I The shocking part of h was that he was actually sitting ^ 

I there telling me such things. / 

I They were none of my business, and they were none of his ]r 

" tmsiness. They were nobody’s business but Dr. King’s. M 

: IT WAS PLAIN OLD MUD-SLTNGING, on a level with the 
lowest scandal magazines and transom-peeking publicatims. - 
There was no doubt in my mind then, and none now, that 
' It was belne leaked to *ne fnr fhe niimAc* nr discred'^’*'" 

King *' " ” 

•. The same type nL/hiwgrf have since learned, occurred In 

' Olbtr Cities, w’;:i Oli.ci' nc’.V3;7.£n- 

: Kjng. ' _^ 

The same type of thing, 1 have since learned, occurred in 
'/ other cities,' with other newsmen. j 

And It doesn’t take much Imagination to figure out why. j 
Dr. King and Hoover had engaged in a furious public quar- j 
^ Jel. Hoover, quite clearly, did not like Dr, King. i 

^ ® 1 ^ adequate ex- 

planation. 

^ "^1 ]f rh* ^f»^nn|n 0 being done foT national security, I 

^ ^ ^ShJjresume that it should have been kept a'big secret. j 

1 Secret? How much of a secret was it if a newspaper col- j 

t ^umnist in Chicago knew of the eavesdropping? Or if a for- ; 
^ : mcr agent — a private citizen — could talk about it? j 

- ^ ^ (For the record, the ex-agent was not a two-bit jguirshoc 

] given to flights of fancy. He w-as then a well knovT. and 

- -_j ; I highly respected investigator. He is today a famous and j 

powerful man.) ! 

S y AND IS THE PURPOSE OF SUCH official ea\-esdrcpping i 
^: to gather spile material, transom-peeking tidbits that w’:Il be j 
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ijj uu 
f Ccr J— 
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whispered in the ears of opinion-inaKersr 
That, of course, is the greatest danger from Big Brof.icr 

and his big ear. , . 

If that’s what Dr. King’s file was u.scd for, then ni^ gl-.dlj 
second Rowan’s suggestion that Hoover he replare*.. 

The scandal-shect business should be left to private indus- 
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>.. yoii for your eidenslon of remarks 
c rj c r : <r; Ccnjro.^sional Kecord of Jane 24th« 

: "Cbi'vi of you to comment as you did and 

’ VC in: nice io^C' rrc Tccord the article from ”The Eve- 
>; - J eccr’’ o: June iOch coacerning the MarJiixJiUthfiX- 
::, Jr>, vriretap controversy, 

1 cerfaLnly appreciate your continuing staunch 
- peert and U • scans a great deal to me. 
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Sincerely yours. 
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NOTE: Congrpssm ul Edmondsoo is on the Special Correspondents List. 
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*nu«. . > ’ tc«.Tiv;<S. 
iicconnnc u> Uic I^ratu memo, 
:'.c«rncd About rerx^ric thM Mills waa 
, o( MftrKl:.m. Uiftt be was ft.'>M>clftttnc 

. a New York aiu>ri)^y with known Oom> 
eonnccUoiu, but tlnvl he dStl not 
cr.;>oki.'« M.VKia^h brcau-.c of Jvlo f«“ 
<s beliefs. Tiic Evans ntemorandum lB» 
^.v.-.U'd Kennedy wonud to know If U wia 
^cHr.ICAUy fea:>lb>c to use electronic devices 
. ^ prove ox dUprove thef< allesatloni. 

'j “pie Evans memo said Ev.\ns replied to 
Xear.cdy that King was a man who traveled 
alri-nrit cohsuantiy and that It was extremely 
e:r,c'!lt to use wiretaps elTectlvely m such 
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formed Kennedy at that Umc that they 
eoubtod the advisability of undertaking 
(Irctronic survclllar.ee of Dr. King because 
cf f>c.'.sHjJe political repercussions. 

However, Uic second memorandum cited 
by Hoover shows that on October 7. 10C3. the 
PBI chief reported to Kennedy that It was 
then technically feasible to apply wiretaps 
to King's telephones at tw'o places, one of 
them at sn unnamed location in New York. 

Tliat memorandum constituted the mi's 
rer,ucst for authority to proceed with the 
wircuip proposed by Kennedy four months 
before. *7716 document bears in the lower 
left-hand edkner the signature. •‘Robert P. 
Kennedy," and under the name the da.u 
"lO-lO-ca." 

Hoover did not indicate to The Suar when 
the survclU.vico was started but said the 
taps were discontinued on April 30, IOCS. At 
that time Nicholas Katzcnosch wss serving as 
A ttorney Oencral. 

; Asked about the results oX the electronic 
surveillance today. Hoover declined com¬ 
ment. 

Tlie FBI director told Tlic Star: "X have 
never authorized Installation of technical 
electronic devices without wrAten authority 
Of the Attorney General." 

Today’s disclosiu’cs cllmascd a long smot- 
kCoring controversy over the role of the FBI. 
a subordinate bureau of the JusUee Depart- 
ar.cr.t, in using wiretaps or other electronic 
devices in investigative m-'lers. The matter 
ca:ne to a head Sunday when Carl Rowan, a 
columnitt forTlie Star, charged that U\c POX 
had no authority to wircuap Dr. King's con¬ 
versations. IZe quoted former Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Ramsey Chark, who succeeded Katsen- 
mach, sa saying "the Implication Uiat peo- 
pli- tlttuip.ht Dr, King was a security tlireat U 

The liuwiih chikrgrn proinpieil Ai-Mieisie 
PUI Dlrcrior Clyde A. Toli;ou lu write to 
Row'an e.arly this week defeitdlng legally of 
tlic King wiretaps, 

"For your information." Toison Aatd in hU 
letter. "Use wiretap on Martin LuUier Xing, 
Jr., was speeiflealiy approved in advance t& 
WTlilng by the late attorney general of the 
Dnlted Sutes. Mr. Robert F. Kennedy." 

Te“on added tliat the monitoring device 
was "suicily in the field of internal security 
Aud therefore was within Uic provision laid 
down by the President of the United States:* 

Evans, how a Washington lawyer, was ca 
route to Puerto Rico today and could aot 
be reached for eon.mcnt. However. Tuesday 
aight Evans said be had no rvc*ne<'*ion of 
wheUter a wlrcuap Authortaatton aaected at 
King had ever been Involved. 



- w' ''.f.t f .'t Kci*: 

. , LI.at. Ct 

■, "fAl a.'ti*r the a.' u’.--ir.. " 

•'i.I.n P. Kennedy, the atU'.::. 
terei.t In some of his b.7.r'. 
flarned. However, the ft.'»... 
nearly Ux weeks after ■- Ken*. 

Uie a»ul.e>rtr.Mloii for U.e Kir.?; tyirefap 

Hrover and Kcr ^kt-kiv.. ■ ' * • “fe'.i.itcr bc- 

C'.-.' - '■. f •; each 

.-idrr 

' w 

micro;. 

Kv:.h' i.,- f -r »bcn 

'Kennedy made pktoiic Fc' ri^-.ryif.CC. ictu^r 
to him from Evans which m.\dO||||^| 0 :ot 
that the use of hidden mlcrophor.es^^re not 
Kennedy’s responsibility but sugnf'ted ho 
may i»:vv« dirccviy approved the u>e of wire¬ 
taps on phones. *l^av letter said Uie Fbl amt 
naUonal security wiretap rcque.'U to Xen- 
bedy for approv.\l. 

It U re.’i.abiy re;i»ru'fl that Kennr*ly w;.r, 
reminded by tl.c FBI th.it It still ha/t in lu 
Dies the auttiortsAUons stifned by him sa 
Attorney Ccncr.it for telephonic wiretaps. 
However, Hoover did not dlseloie at that 
time any names of persons under wlrem? 
surv'clllance wlUv Kennedy’s approval. 

At that sUage, Kennedy and Hoover broke 
off the public exeh.ange of charges as If by 
mutual consent nus was renarded p.irtly 
as duo to Kennedy's rc.a::7Jiuon^h~.t his 
signed authorlmtioiis were sUil inwBX flics, 
partly to the FBI's desire not to have special 
attenuon drawn to its investlg.%uve ueh- 
niqvics nor to engage in a b.Mtle with tl.e 
Kennedy forces that could have political 
ovcrU>ncs. 

The Justice Department on ^lesday de¬ 
clined A direct answer when asked for doc- 
umenuauen of Tolson's contention in hts 
letter to Rowan. But earlier this month, a 
Jusuce Department spokesman said Kc»vcr 
was "accurate in every rc-apeef in his re¬ 
peated statements Ui.ac all wiretaps were 
being authorized in advance and in writing 
by the Attorney General during the Ume- 
span of the controversy. 

A JusUce dcp.’vrtmcnt spokesman. Asked 
today If Attorney General John X. Mitchell 
hod given Hoover permission to discuss the 
eontents of secret documents of the King 
wLrcUipplng. replied simply, "no comment." 

However, Ute spokesman recalled that the 
Attorney general had declined to authorise 
disclosures In court of the basic authority 
for the wLreuapplng. Such disclosures bad 
been demanded by defense lawyers in the 
Houston draft evasion heaHng for former 
boxing chsmplon Cassius Clay. Zt wm during 
that hearing that the King wiremfplng was 
•acially revealsd for the Ant iMijw. 
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Detroit, Michigan 
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ALL 

HEREIN IS 

DATES,-V-f/ : 

Subject: Your arl^cle appearing 6/i9 i'c Lb Jl- . 




:2 an sa^aly^^is 




Dear Mr. Royko: ^ , z 

f) ..// ^ 

Your article (copy enclosed) suggests your observ.- 
for wiretapping Dr. King might be a) Mr. Koc-, j 
King (par F) and b.) Mr. Hoover reso/ied to .vs . 
go into the scandal sheet business (par O). 


; 


'i the motive 
an’I like Dr. 
.agency to 


\ ’ 


■> 


Have you asked your lockeroom contact ii the mouv^ for wiretapping 
was "national security". Have you asked rum ih-’. nature of the 
"national security"? Maybe you feel tbesu Motions arc not important 
to your report of your lockeroom experience. 

If the purpose of the wiretapping was national security and 
If national security should be kept Secret (as you suggest par. F) - 
And you had club house experience where the matter was discussed 
in some intimate details, and yfet you did not find out what the motive 
was for the wiretapping (par A); then I would suggest your contact 




maintained his obligation of sccrascy for the wiretapping. 

As a matter of national policy do you tHin^: 

a. Mr. Hoover should make public "national security" details 
of investigations ? 

b. To whom should he make these motive known’? 

(1) you acknowledge your conUct and other trusted ex-agents 
were "let in on such tilings' (par B). 


C-; 
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You state (par C) "a famous man’s imperfections don’t shock me". 
This characteristic is admirable and one of a mark of perfection for 
.mil sKnnlHn't- hi* ahnrked at the imnerfection of vocr 

j ----—--- ^ ~ , 

lockeroom contact (par D) for his not being immune to being effected 
by revalimp;t8 of famous men's imperfectiora. 



I would suggest you contact your lockeroom contact to determine if 
the v^etappinj^ ’'-■c ; o "narAonal securiw motive", then write another ‘ 
articpft ' 

nekltypage) 


on the sub.i^vcL -o n» ^ ^//!) ^ 

NO} - .^contlhu'e'd’ 
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It would ^ contrary to nat. r*-- .Ucy fo 
article (go i” . '-. j; 

King), a^d it would just to pu . . 

requiredcto make public details of "national . 
because oftiWperiections of persons "let in uo • • 

I feel you are de^nately on target with public ir.t 
publish possible use of our governmental agenci-*- 
to accomplish personal motives of public offici?*}.' 

Your exersise of telling of your expereinces as 
the chips fall where they may is also consistent w 
I, as a layman, sea it. 

I have made this analysis of your article for my . 
pass it on to you for what it is worth. 

Keep up your good work and best wishes to you for vu 
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f. ^vat JUK tmcommon, h* Mid, for -mjated ^ 
.•> agcnu to be let in on lucb things. Q 

Obviously, I H*u supposed to be shocked by ~ 
the things he toid me. And I WM. But not /or 
the reasons he ns-sunied. A famous soma's lm> ^ 
2 >erXcctions don't mhc^ck me. ^ 

The shocking disclosuro wms thmt he wsm 
cu- actually silUng there telling we much things. 

Us ' They were none of iny business, mxul they ^ 


CiilCAGO—i h-’ J7^ ■. f 'vi more ex- 

. - 'iing tc, dr, r r • iti . i/'.wes for spying 
ihc la.*.- D'. :.i.;::cr Kin?, 

v.'«v.s Tr. ■ - • r 'out' in 

cclumr. v,i.,vc',. uy l;»jwaa that cnii- 

clscd the ot hjnp’i phones. 

Oy'iic Toliir.-., ;/ ■•■-<■■■ r;r Qj rector, says 
uic v.-ircuxp;'.;.-;- do.,r “nttjopa! sccu' 

TiiV rca.soiii. . *no o' the late ' They were none of iny business, mxul they 

T=S:.ber“, Ktr.r, .3y . a'.'. "/ gcncriX. ,'were none Of hil business. They were nobody’s - 

That doesn’t come ever ripss to telling King’s. 

It was plain oJ^ mud slinging, on a level . 
^with the lowest tcandsl wagasines sod tran* 
“sonQ'peeking public actions. 


la the tol- 


OX TinXC IT i>OF.SX‘X 
lowing incident: 

About three yes.rs ago r,.E ex-FBI agent 
knew asked rte to join liina lor a round of 

goK, 

Alter the round, we lat in the clubhouse 
chatting. He worked the conversation around 
to Dr. King. 

He told me Il’.nt the FBI h.i.d been using a 
variety of electronic ovesdropping devices on 
Dr. King, IV-sidcji tapping his phone, they h.v(l 
pi.arited l;s;r«;.ig devices in hotel rooms he 
u.srd while traveling. 

The result, he said, was a very thick file 
on Dr. King. 

He gave me spme examples. 

They were very personal things. Naturally, 

. if you bug al.nicst sr.ybody’s bedroom Jong 
enough, you wii) hear personal thir.gs. 

They were things that I’m sure Dr. King 
would not want anyone «lsc to know about. 

■ • 1/ you bugged almost anyone's bedroom long _ 
enough, you wc-uld hear that person* 

didn’t wauit anyone else to know about,’ 

BUT XO.Vi: OF THE THINGS this ex-FB! 

‘ agent told we about TaSected in any -way on- 
Dr. King’s “k>yu.lty,” h:a “Americajusm," or 
seemed to be - rewo'vely related to ‘'national 
security.” 

Kor did they reflect on his role as a leader 
In the civil rights crusade, a winner of the' 
Nobel Peace Prixe, or a figure of historic 
importance. 

X asked the ex>i^I agent If his information 

B was merely gossip or il he Was aura about It. 
^ He said that be ha d visited J. ^gar Hoover 
‘^In Washir.gtoa’^fHIIIIIgMKl been t^efed Mi the 
oontenU of Uw Pr. King fUa. 


3sr 


' THL'RE \l’AS NO DOUBT In my mind then. 

' and none now, that It ivas being leaked to.me 
for the purpose of discrediting Dr. King. ■ • 

Thte same type of thing, I have since learned, 
'occurred in other cities, with other new'smeru 

And it doesn’t take much Imagination to 'fig* 

■ ure out why. Dr. King and Hoover had en* fZ 
gaged In a furioua public tjuarrel. Hoover* 
quite clearly, did not like Dr. King. 

•Tnat’s why I auggest that the FBI ihaM’t 
* given an adequate explanation. •' 

' If the wiretapping was being done' for' 
“national'security,” I presume that it should! 
have been kept a big secret. ' j 

^ Secret? How much of a secret was K If a 
\ newspaper columnist in Chicago knew of the 
' eyesdropping? Or if a former agent a pri¬ 
vate citizen — could talk about it? • , 

' ‘(For the record, the ex-agent was not a two- 
bit gumshoe given to Bights of fancy. He was 
then a wdl-knc^ and highly-raspectcd invM- 
tigator. He is today a famous and powar^ 


',.A>T) IS THE PDKPOSE of auch omdsi 
’eavesdropping to gather spite-material, trans¬ 
om-peeking UdtMts that Witt be wblaperad ia 
.the ears of opinion makers? 

That, of course, is the greatest danger ~ 
*Big Brother suid his big ear. 

If that’s what Dr. King's file war " 
then I’ll gladly second Rowan's s> 

: Hoover be replaced., 

The scandal sheet businer' 
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I I^\FCR]VlAT.*0:v COA AliAi 

A riev.'::;:'^ . i* coj^uian err. 
of ~\Iarlir: L ;-- 'xer ' 

Accompanymg the newspv! -- . 

.. .._ ''i ejipect to sfcc your res’'>' • 

sere tors to indst on it. ” 

mark on the envelope is not legible. 
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fArr,:~ 

otion v/itli our ^ 
by 

V w «-v ^ *ww> Jr 

. .s, and the p^sc- 


The newspaper column whh-’ i. Oi to the Director by 
bears the by-line of Mike Royko; howeve:, ioit!-. .ho name ol the newspaper 
nor the cAte on which the column was pubUsi.cd v: indicated. In the column, 

FvCyko cLaims mat about four years ago a Xurme r ; ' ai Agent told him that 
caring a trr f lo a/ashington he (the former AgeriL - had been briefed by the 
Director rem rding ”the contents of the (Martin Luther) King file. ” Royko then 
inydios tiia. the information which tiie Director ai ^rlo.sed to the former Agent > 

aboai King ’’was plain old mud- slinging, on a level with the lowest scandal , 

magazines and transom-peeking publication . " Eoyko concludes, *If that’s what 
Dr. King’s file vais used tor, tlien I’ll gladly second (Carl) Rowan’s suggestion O 
be replaced. ” Royko does not name r.. former FBI Agent to whom he-. 

INFOrjv'lATIOX IN BU FILES 

y ^ 

Hafiles reiiect that Mike Hoyko is a columnist for the ’’Chicago 
Dally Kev.m. ” Or. December 24, 1964, he wrote what apparently was intended to 
a hut i^rc e on an open house held in the press room of the new Federal ^ 

Builcing in Chicago w’hich stated, in part, ’Reporters, judges, FBI men, governmem 
prosecuiors, private attorneys and assorted federal officials were standing arouncThi 
drinking br igging and fibbing to each other. ” SAC M. W. Johnson immediately 
contacted tI:o E:vecutive Editor of the "Chicago Daily News"and protested that this^ 
= a cc r./ '' . imbrication amd unscrupulous reporting, in subsequent editions of 
the >4, IS64, issue of the newspaper, all reference to the FBI was ^ IS 

delete fTi • Lo’..: column. At the time of this incident, SAC Johnson observed 6 
VtliUt Roiriio LiC tj^pe of writer who never has a good word to say about anyboefy g 
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ob vi'.iUr* ’ 
llino is, who v/roro t' 
ailed Kenii..dy 


written by John Crosby in Octolr 
FBI was engaged in compiling 
Spates, an activity repugnant to . 
and inquired, . .what has Jo ij- 
ordinary citizen. . .Is the counti;. 


■; At' 
tiu = 
‘96i. 

- to t 



;ous anti-FBI column 
V' b;er, he implied that the 
i; St everyone in the United 
hose of a police state mentality” 
'c-i that is of value to the 
fov J. Edgar Hoover's activities?” 


RECOA'IMENDATION 


For information. It i;: 
deserves the dignity of a reply. 


"elt tliat eithej 


>r Royko 
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CIASSIFIEO A«0 

a.'EKOEO BY...S.ft!/.sL« ..4J., 
REASON FOR EXTENSION ^ 

_ FCIW, H, 1-^4^.^.tT.. 

^ DATE OF BEVIEW FOR / ii-> aa 

j O'. ■ anoeCussification .... .^ .te.'.lJ:jC 7 

OF ARTICLE ExNTITLED fc O'?/ 

, :E for J. EDaAR HOOVER TO GO/'y*' 
-.:.\G Ln" the 6-15-69 ISS'JE OF 
SL'XDAY STAR, "WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Captioned individual in his article criticizes ^]:c FJ:-! cone:.: f 
Lse of electronic surveillance devices and urges that Mr. Hoover be 
led immediately as Director of FBI. Bufiles reveal Rowaii born 8-i 
.venscroft, Tennessee. He received A.B. degree, Oberlin College (IL 
A. degree in journalism from University of Minnesota (1S48). He 
a syndicated columnist with ’’Chicago Daily News” since 1965. We 
^ni^Tvted Rowan, who had been Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
ic rJfairs since 1861, for Staie Department in 1962 and investigation 
generally favorable. ^6^ 


^ ^' i 
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t *, Rowan served as Ambassador to Finland (19C3 64) and was 

j Director of llie United States Iniormaaon Agency 1964-65, 

In April, 1967, a requos^ Ir. rr A;..... n ■ • Uic 

D:rectflfcnd discuss anti-VieUum proAsIs ax. 1 ivrlhng was 

declined. In June, 1967, Rowan conAAc^... ..ml Alrectoi Suaii^ and 
^'3^ , voiced desire to help administratiprevent - ict:- from occurring: 


nrev: 


low an stated he knew oX good w 




old end offeree 

if ■' A . 


— c 


l.-r: DeDoach 


l':T-:;rrr- ro) 









I 


.... to Bishoi) Memo 

RE: CARL T. ROWAN 

to bt"o^s si stance to us, Ke clso o^s'pressed bolief thritrL v " i. 

Kui^ . whom he doscr.;ber . ^ ■■ 

• dan^i'ous man, hadbecc.xi.. .. liability a... 

! move ment but to national defense and the country itself. hR 
. King ingness to move in tlie direction of the Left and s 
. no Lind of a leader for the Negro people to have. 

Rowan has in the past been critical of the Bureau in ' 
writings. In an article appearing last April in the ^'Evening Star,'' .Ruv;an 
' discussed tlie departure of Henry Loomis from Voice of America (VOA) 

^ while Rowan headed the USIA. Rowan stated that just prior to this departure 
. he had criticized Loomis as being ^’inexcusably irresponsible or was manifesting 

• a fuiils notion that he could run VOA independent of its parent body the way ^ 

J. Edgar Hoover supposedly ran the FBI aloof from policies of the Justice * 
Department. ” Over the Director’s signature, a letter was written on 4-4-69 
to tlte ’’Evening Star” calling Rowan’s ’’gratutlous slur” on the Director’s 

I administration of the FBI ’’completely irresponsible and untrue.” 

Rowan is not carried on any of our mailing lists. 

RE COMhIE NDA TION: 



None. For information. 
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-ual m his article criticizes the FBI 
use of ' ic surveillance devices and urges that 

reulaci ' ;diately as Director of the FBI. Our 
I s\iev;ed Or Rowan and they reveal the following 
him. 


M ^ ' r I • 


Luoir as Rowan, a Negro, was born on 8-11-25 at 
Rave-^i^u’ oil. iciiiiessee. He attended Tennessee State University 
(19 4w ■ 4^, \ ushb. rn University (1943-44), and received an A.B. degree 
in mat; c;r^2Lies from Oberlin College in 1947. In 1948 he received an 
Ivi. A. oogree in journalism from the University of Minnesota. He has 
been a r.uluninist with the ’'Chicago Daily News” since 1965, and his 
syndicated column is carried by the ’’Evening Star.” 
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Rowan served as Ambassador to Finland from 1963 to 1964 
. as Director of the Urdted States Information Agency (USIA) from 1964 



In April, 1967, Rowan requested the opportunity to visit 
tj.c Director for a brief char. Ee stated that he would like to discuss 
some aspects of the anti-Vietnam protests and said he wanted to ask 
Mr. Hoover about Martin Luther King. He indicated at that time that 
he was in Government service he had become aware of King*s 
uniavorable side* It was recommended and approved that Rowan's request 
for a meeting be declined and this was done. 

In June oi 190 /, kowan contacted Assistant Director Sullivan a 
at w’hich time he indicated that he would like to do ever 3 ^ing possible to help 
bie adininistration in its efforts to prevent Negro riots from occurring. At 
this time, Rowan advised that he knew of the good work that the FBI had 
. an doing in this field and offered to be of any assistance in this regard. 

Kc also stated that he thought Martin Luther King had become a grave 
liability not only to the civil rights movement but to national defense 
and the country itself. He described King as a person with a Messiah com¬ 
plex ^^called him a dangerous man. He further spoke of King's willingn«§s 
to 5 aov?^n the direction of the Left and stated that King was no kind of a 
leader for the Negro people to have. 
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■ - 

•e or was manifesting 

a futile nOiion that ’;e v:ou]h. 

■'un \ oA incrv 


i its no cent body the 

vtay J, Rdee'^ Hoover sup; 

.c-*hy ran the t 

A aloe 

t from policies of the 


uustice Dspartaieni." In coimeccion with thus arti; ie, tl^e Director 
requested UiUt the ’’Evei.ur; Star” be written and told that ’"Rowan’s 
grati:t .ous^siur on rny aciin nasi ration of die FBI’s completely irresponsible 
and untrue.rhiij was done by letter of 4-4-69, over the Director’s signature. 


Howan is not carried on any of our mailing lists. 
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JuoB 10, 1069 



Mr. NcTvbold Noyes, Edttor of Ttao Evcnias Star called* Be said , 
be tbankvd me very much for talKIns to him becaiuse he knev this vas an to 
unusual kind of thing to have happen. 


T>;, 


i: 


Ec said be wanted to ask me very eeriously, but he was sure I was 
ianiiUar with this and given thought to It already, but he wanted to report on 
Ue L?^is oi their story that was run yesterday about the authorization that 
ti.e X had irom hire Bohert Kennedy, to release the King iziaterial; that 
ticy are getting a great deal of static irom people who are telling them «* 

Ih *y say c.ej have this authorization, but they donU release it aM don*t show 
whrd the docutuenis are and xnany of these documents that have been released 
in the pact are fuzzy and don*t really show there was clear authorization to ^ 
do this and in general there is a nendispesUioa on the part of the readers to 
accept the idea that Bob Kennedy actually did authorize the tapping of King's 
He eaid, *^ow X Just want to ask you as sericosly as I can to release 
those docomecls. You have them. They do show, I presume, exactly whht 

youMy." . .nio^jbU-^ 

I told 2i(Lr. Kc^es that he authorized It in his own han^OTUing on !!l^ 
October ID, 1903; it was installed Kovombor 6, 1903, and discontinued 
/.prii 30, 19w5, 1 told XIr. Koyes that, as a matter ol fact, when Kennedy 
wuj /.tcoracy General he re^^ucsted that the telephones of Dr. King he covered 
by electronic device and was persuaded by oar people not to do it In view of . 
the possible reporcussions, then later he changed his mind and delayed 
bringi::g the matter up again until in October the authority was sfgxied by him 
in own Landwriting and it gave us the authority to do it and we discontinued 
it cn k.prii 30, 1905, under the admlnictration of Attorney General Katzenbach. 
1 Zr. l^oycs said he understood and asked If they could report this. X told him 
iru could my rt what X have said to him. Itoidlin the reason X was drawingai^ 

L!l 130 j ^ 0 ' tokkiO- 

■LZ3LH:e<Jia (8>. evtitir^ ^ r *. 
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Keicorandum for Messrs* Tolsoop Delx>ach 9 SuliiTaaf Bishop ^;ind 19| 


line on this is thnt l/lr» Tolsoa wrote (CaiTl) Rowan about his slanderous coluxnn 
lai^t Sunday and he. Rowan, wrote back in which he asked a series oi ei^t or 
nir.e c^ue^^tiora;, such aB> did we tap the telephone of a half dozen leaders like 
VtUkinsi oX the KAACP, Farmer, eight or nine others, Abemathsy; or if vs 
ha^i Upped tne phones of a Coagressruan; az:d various o^er things'. Mr. Koyes 
said he vas not asking all that. 1 told him he could certainly print what I say 
bc eeusc we are wriUi:g back to Rowan today that since he did not seek any facts 
beiore prinling bis column, he was not entitled to any informaticn from us at 
this time, but as to the question he has asked, the dates that these wiretaps 
Wssrc on, I have the original copy of it on my desk* It was signed hy Kennedy 
in his own handwriting on October 10, 1063** 

Mr* Noyes said if I had one minute, could he repeat back to me what 
be uaderstood I had said to him so there would be no misunderstanding axxd also 
c juid he tell me that he was adding into it some details that he thought they 
already understood about this from other sources they have talked to. 

He said it was his understanding that in June, 1963, klr. ICennedty 
Cld suggest through a liaison man that he had with me, that I should keep an 
eye on Martin Luther £ing because of his association with people that he, 

Tojort Ksaaccly, was concerned about and he, Noyes, was particularly talking 
about Ltanicy Levio^son and a fellow named Jones, both of whom were supposed 
to be of Starxist leanings aid that the Attorney General was concerned about 

relations with tliece people and he thought it miglit be a good idea to put , 
an elecixonic surveillance device of some type into the picture to see what be 
doling; that the FRI suggested at that time that this would bo a dUZicuU 
UJr j Id CO b;>causo of the fact that hdnj traveled around so much and there were 
i : :■£ x>cUticai repercusslons that laight result; but then subsequently on the 
c2 ICoveinber (and I corrected him and told him October 7, 19C3) -*• oa 
C zz 7, 1SC3, I reported, and this Is a memorandum from mo to the Attorney 
C. ir r.'r.i, a four-paragraph document, that 1 had determined the feasibility of 
e:.7 taps on the lolophones of the SCbC headquarters at Atlanta and 

'zx: if he authorized it, 1 was prepared to go ahead and do it azid thait^ 

caii^e rue, the memorandum, with his initials^ I told him with his full 

m.r.)e, Hebert F* Kennedy. Mr* Noyes continaed * o*k«Mby him, dating that 
10/10/C3* i told Mr* H^y^sthat was correct. 
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Hemoraaduis lor Messrs. TOlsox^ DeLoacb, SoUlvao, JBIsl^p Juoe 1% 1969 



Mr. Noyes continued Ubat It wsta his understanding that I had no 
objection to his using this — is it o.k. lOr them to idcntily the FBI «s 
the source or tlntly say it on their own. I told him X would rather he daily 
said it on his own, bat I anUciyato> similar requests irom other sources that 
I would net be as irank with as I have been with him. Mr. Noyes said o*lu; 
that he thought this is a wise thing lor me to do. 


Ee said if 1 had one more minute, he would like to tell me one 
reason rhy he happened to be interested in this thing. Ecsaid he had some 
young people with whom he was friendly who were involved in a wedding 
this weekend and the boys and girls all ended up at his bouse alter the thing 
and he did not Iknow whether they had read Kowan^s column, but thejr^i were 
talking about the fact how dreadful It was that the FBI would have presumed to 
tap the phone or keep an eye on Martin Luther King, a great hero. Be said 
after listening to this for about an hour and a half, he told them to hold on 
a minute, that it was his understanding that the Bureau had been checking on ^ 
King because there had been allegations that he had been In touch with 
recognized or potential communist agents and the reason nothing was aver 
released or done about it was that after checking into it, they became 
satisfied there was nothing dangerous and he asked them what they would 
think of a Government that did not check into ixdormation that aeemed to show 
that communist agents were trying to work on a man in Martin Lu t h e r Klng*6 
position. He said these kids listened and were astounded that there might be 
another side to i^and he was telling me that this was taken by Bobby Kennediy 
from the point of view of the generation gap. Mr. Noyes said he thought this 
is an important story. X said he became a kind of Messiah for the generation 
gap and individuals who were pro*King and sUil are. 


X told Mr. Noyes that as to the matter of electronic installations, 

I have never authorized an electronic installation oi Shy kind at any time 
except with written approval of the then Attorney General and that goes right 
down tojo^y. 1 said I do not have authority to do it myself and I ^ not want 
It as I fe^thc Attorney General should be the one to approve or not approve"^ 
electronic survelilances and we use it only In Internal security cases and now 
in organized crime. X said In organized crime, the authority has to be obtained 
from the courts under the McClellan bill and In security canes — espionage, ■ 
rnrnrmriigl activities — that la approved by the Attorney General, which la ^ 
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i:e£:^orazidum for Messrs. Tolsoo, DeLoach, £allivaxi» Bishqp June 


allov cd un^r Uie McClellau Bill. I coxitliiued that the Bowan article IniUcated 
VC were promiscuously continuing this sort ol thing without regard to restrictions 
or regard to authority, so the truth of the matter Is, I have never ever authorised 
the installation of a technical electronic device except with the i^proval of the 
Attorney General in writing and we have on file the original docuOients that 
support that statemenl. 

Mr* Noyes said that when he first asked me, S said it was ail right ^ 

to cite the Bureau for the authority and then X indicated X would rather have it 
coxae from them directly. Ha said if,in order to give this the authority It 

**Snix1** fif'TTCi 4f Iq tr\i* Kim f*ifa rr*.a frt** ^Ka cAmA 

this, is that o.k« with me* X told him that normally X would say no; that X 
would deior to his judgement because he knows more about the matter ol 
prjiiiic relations and public reaction* X told him X have been astounded at the 
reaction on this thing* X said some of these magazines, like Newsweek, 
which is ovned by the Washington Post, carried the Cassius Clay testimony 
in Texas where he Is on trial and where the use of the electronic device was 
exposed, and they stated the Agent testified the taps were continued until 

Irt Arrrrnf W5/^ c/\ fAcfkfxr T 

• 49 \4V444i 4S4 * VWSM* %14fc4^ AM UM4WA «4%# MM « A 

in the King case. It was discontinued April 30, 19C5* 1 told Mr* Noyes that . 
if he thought it would be to the best interest of public relations In clearing 
up any really serious doubts newspaper people have, I would have no objection 
to being quoted* 


Mr* Noyes said he thanked me and be thought X was making a wise 
decision in letting it come out* Be said he thought it may be one of the most 

a4A*>4Ae A# #Kn 
MMifc W* MAV ^^*M* 

I told Mr* Ko;(CB that when X read the Sunday paper and Bowan's 
article 1 thought here is an individual who is a Messiah of the dissident left, 
ci wMch Bovon is a part, and yet it was done at the instance of Bc^by Kennedy^ 
who latej^^came a great friexid of King% notwithstanding he knew all the 
facts, ^^nept htm advised as well as-eVery Attorney General since* 

%Ce4 KrsrfAm (hie T mweJt 

AAA O P€1 AM Wi»A W AM VSSW %iSI Ilia WaSM M MMA/IAAM WVSAMAMStfA AAAMS 


that is that he has the gist of what Is in these things from me, but X wUI be 
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l^ex&oraaduxxi lor Messrs. Tolsooi De2x)ach( SuiliYSii, Blsliop 



asked immediately to release them lextoally. He said he thought 1 ought to do II* 

I told him I would have to get the authority of the Attorney General lor that. 
h£r. Kojes said that Is another problem, tmt the text ou^ to come out. fie 
said it is very well for me to say what is in them, tmt the text ought to come 
cmt. 1 told him 1 realized that, fie said he thought once before vd had put out 
photostats. 

1 told him a Congressman. Gross, made Inquiry in recrard to some 
of Kenneciy^s authorizatloi£before he died axid after he left the Attorney t 

Generalship. 1 said he denied he had approved certain authorizations and I f 
seat to the Congressman Xerox copies of the authorization fig^ned by Kennedy, 
as he being a Congressman. I felt he was entitled to it. and^illen Attorney 
General approved. 1 said in this instance, if we get a request from a Congressman 
or Senator along the lines be indicated. 1 would submit It to the Attorney General 
Vila my recommendation. Mr. Noyes said 1 was gofog to get an immediate. 
request — within the next couj^of hours or ms soon as he can get this out ^ 
from every news media for the text. 1 told him these were confidential 
documents of the Department and can only be relea^d as to the text by the . 
AttorneyGeneraL. 

Mr. Noyes thanked me. 


1:08 PM 












Dear 




ew York 11596 


I have received your letter* ol jufAe 



th. The interest which prompted you to wrli>^ and 


^ W ^ excerpts from ”11» New Yorx Tiruta" to 
j w % “y attention Is Indeed appreciated 

jw 0 Sincerely yours, 

^ ^ Edgar Hoover 

V'' ^ / 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 




hlC<^} 


NOTE: Bufiles contain previous outgoing 

3-13-68 in response to his inquiry on the h.pie of communism.^ 
C££:cs (3) 
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■ I* 2d State r ' ?. oi ■; 'i’.? I ic 
.“ ederal Bureau.! -M ■■• pstigation 
■Washington, •: ':, o;"; :, 

j!>»)ar Mr. Hocver: 


U rn 0 W C ^ ^ 


Mr. C:. ."1 — 

Mr. r.'".i i -— 

M;. r !: - 

Mr. 

Mr. I: ‘‘tn- 

Mr. -.- 

>:r. Tev>: -- 

Mr. T; ; - -- 

Tel". Ku.-m- 

M;,- Jl . - 

! M'.ss — 



! have been reading of your problems concerning the wiretapping of Dr. Martin 
Tjuther King’s telephone. Your opponents are, in ^effect, accusing you of having 
perpetrated a great aijustice on Dr. Martin Luthet* King, who was supposedly a 
great American and a great believer in democracy. 


i would suggest that you call to the attention of your opponents and newsmen the 
following excerpts that appeared in the New York Times prior to Dr. King’s 
death. Tell them to let the record speak for itself. 


From the New York Times: 

”Dr. King again urged young men to file as conscientious objectors 
and refuse to fight for the United States which he described as the 
"greatest purveyor of violence in the world today".. 


Dr. King said: ’The United States is on the wrong side of the 

revolutionary movement of oppressed people throughout the world. " t 

REC-38 

The civil rights leader asserted that the United States policy on Vietnam 
had been wrong since 1946. He said that this country had supported the 
French in Indo-China rather than the independence leader, Ho Chi Minh. 

He said ^^when France lost its war, the United States selected one die- ^ 

tator aft?Pfciother to prevent Ho Chi Minh from becoming the head of 
Vietns^^". "Elections would surely have brought to power Ho Chi Minh ^ ’ 
over ^ united V ietnam", he said. , - 



In anothgjgprti''le in the New York Times, we read the following: 

In his (Dr. Klrjg’s) address,, which was sponsored by the'^Clergy and 


Laymen Concerned About Vietnam, Dr. King likened the use 
^mei ^;an weapons on the peasants of Vietnam to the Germane' 


T 


cc 





( 


Ml J. Ed^ jver - pagt 

cf ' medicine and new tortures in the concentration camps 

o -'pe" 




•ecord speaks for itself. 



Very truly yours, 








Mr, Hoover h ^ ^ - ic.ter of June 24th 


nnd asked jne to advise you i:i* ‘v from the June 19, 

1969, issue of TLo Evening Si r vfii, jp^evlously fornished 

to you speaks for itself. He fcais no h>rther coD 2 L>'.'*:^.t to make regard¬ 




ing this matter. 
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IIJI 1969 

COMM FBI 




Sincerely yc^irs, 

A/ > r , A' 

/ ^ / A 

P K. • 

Helen W , idy 

Secretary 
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NOTE: Buflic j disclose in April, 

Texas appeared on a list of indlvidua'^ expressin^pposltioino the Vietnam 
war. He wrote on June 16, 1969, regarding the Martin Luther iflng wiretap 
controversy and by letter 6/20/69 we rent him the 6/19/69 issue ot *The 
^ng Star'* and advised him that it set forth our position in that mattf^. 
--(: 5 )»rently did not read the article carefully as he wonders where we got 
e authority between September, ^ 964 ^ and April, 1968, and the article 
- 1 ‘v hisdt '3 ih? wiretaps were discontinued on April 30, 1965. He 
? Trentlv to get into i rc'garding this and it is felt the ^ve 

opr^ate. 
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^j^. Jm Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Invest 1 ^, j 
U. S. Department of Justice 
v;ashington, D* C. 20535 

Dear Kr. Hoover: 



■0 




port, Texas 775^1 
June 24, 1969 ^ 5 . 


hiL^) 



Thank you for your f June 20th explaining the 

^^FBI *5 position concerning chc w i ^tapping of Dr, Martin Luther 
King's telephone. ^ 


I still would appreciate s clarification on the follow-* 

I ing: Robert Kennedy resign:.a as Attorney General in Septem¬ 
ber, 1964, but an FBI agent rc.ontly testified in federal 
court that l^he viytap continu ed until King's death in 1968 . 

[If neither Nicholas Katzenbac.: nor Ramsey Clark gave permis- 
ision for such a wiretap, where did the FBI get such authority 
[between September, 1964 and April, I 968 ? Is it common practice 
for the FBI to carry on such activities without the knowledge 
of the Attorney General.' 



As a citizen of this country and as onfljjL^ho is concerned 
about the increasing invasion ox pi'ivacy, I reel that you 
owe us further explanation. 

Sincerely yours. 
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Bonoi •« Robert L^L«gg«tt 
Hoose of RoprosontCtlvos 
VashUgton, O. C. 20515 


ItX Coogrooi 

Tour lottor of July 1^ 1969« has b««xi 

rocolvod* 


r 


& 



Vhilo I cartalnlj approclato jrour lAtorast* 
other than the enclosed nevepeper article» it la not 
poaalble for ne to furnish /ou an/ Infonaatlon since 
data in our files Is confidential pursuant to regu* 
latlons of the Oepartiaent of Justice* I regret that 
I Cannot be of assistance in this instance- 

tlncerel/ yours» 

J, Edgar Hoover 

MLmFORWTON^if'*^ 

BOTE: See n«aorsadua 6* C. Hoore to V. C» Sullivan 

7/2/69 regarding "Martin Uither King, Jr., Security Hatter - 
Comsunist" prepared by JJP;fsh* 

Newspaper article being sent to l^ggett Is the C 

one which appeared in the Evening Star 6/X9/69 entitled ^ 

Vlretap Called RFK's IdeaT 
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The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am becoirdng increasingly concerned over recent 
reports relating to the late Martin Luther King, Jr.*s 
alleged affiliation with known Communists and Communist- 
front organizations. The current controversy has 
unfortunately obfuscated the historical record concerning 
Dr. King's activities in the Civil Rights Movement. 

In an effort to separate fact from fiction, I 
would very much appreciate a comprehensive briefing 
concerning this matter at your earliest possible 
convenience. 

Yours vfry truly^ 
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ROBERT L. L^ETT 
Member of Congress 
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fou for your Ictts'r of June l8. I am disturbed by 
'lints that my letter to the New York Times contained "unwarranted 
’ the F.B.I. and "unfounded charges," use of the^estlon 
^central part of that letter was meant to be honest, not 

, At the time, I did not have enough facts to Imow who was ^ 

for the wiretapping or >diether^ putting aside the legal im- 
Federal Corarnuni cat ions Act, there were sufficient reeisons 
ti./ it. As to the former question, subsequent statements ha^e 
•i ^be matter a good deal (though to my knowledge, it has still 
■r -:'fplicitly stated that all tapping did stop when the authorization 
, In regard to the-latter question, it may be it is lzi 5 >oBsible 
oefore ^the public enough information about the reanons for the 
n,; for Interested private citizens to make a Judgment on its ad- 
^ ity, but so far as I am aware no statements have been made since 
that would quiet my doubts on that score, 

I am somewhat reassured that the tailing was done pursuant to ^ 
faith view of the needs of internal security and appreciate yuur ^^ 
‘ r" jiade that clear. Perhaps the basic question is how broadly that 
.ii should be interpreted when something as serious an continued wire- 
>ing absent Judicial approval Is involved. 
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SUBJECT : KENTIGREENAWALT 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
CX>LUMIilA SCHOOL OF i,. :>r " 

CRTTICESM OF MR. ANl. V; 

WIRETAPPING OF i 

Reference my memo 
as above, In which it appro vt; 5 ' 

letter to the Editor of New io . 

In the 6/14/69 issue of that iiewsps^p- 
the Director transmitt<Ki to Greenavci t* 
^ Carl T. Rowan regarding ;Row ^ii*s uij 

3 

S ^ By letter of 5//!3/69, 

- R N ^Director’s letter and indicated that i 
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,toyouofv/‘ r-gpitlonod 

Director a': -’’'^ critical 

< by Gres-. . i:: d appeared 
Accordingly, by Itcter of 6/18/69, 
:opy of Mr, ToT• letter to 

aided charges coda -r; ilng wire- 




^ ^ 

S3'“i 
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Z^itd 
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By letter of ;'S//i3/69, Greenawalt acknowledged the 
Director’s letter and indicated that U'? time he wote blif original letter, ^ 
he ’’did not have enough facts to knov/ who was responsible for the wiretapping^ ^ 
or whether,, .there were sufficient reasons to justify It. ” He then indicates 
that the former question has been ’’clarified” a good deal, and, tltough he 
still has some doubts concerning the tatter question, he can see that it may 
not be pc^ssible to disclose enough inlc^mation at this time for It to be com¬ 
pletely explained to the tjubllc. Gref iiatwalt finally states: ’1 am somewhat 
reassured that the tai^iing was done pursuant to a good faith view of the needs 
of internal security and appreciate your having made that clear. ” 

OBSERVATION: ^ ^ ^ /, ^ Gt 

In view of the generally conciliatory tigiej^Gxe^awalt’e 
letter, lit would seem aid.i. ible to 'biu matter now rest since mere 
would be little purpose in further puri?uing the discussion.with.Gi£fi 2 i^walt. 


RECOMIHENDATION: 


That no further correspondence be imdertaken wltlti 
M§« Gre^enawalt on tins vaatter, and, accordingly, Ifciis letter not he if 

aSWered. 

I ’ •' • I«r. Gale 

- Mr. Sulliivan ’ yfpQ. 
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_For jour taformiUcm eo|)y ^ % 

Memorandum lor the Altoraej Gentral dat^rJ in^S. 

/requesting that authofity be graxdc-d to HxC ^ 
r BuTTelUance (wire tap) on Uartin l^Ui ^ 
eurrent address^ or at a^Hfuture nddre^i^ to xyUu v ^ 

, more* This was approved by the Attorney G' » n >?• rt f, ^ 
lOumedy on October I0» IbbS* 
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Auljl, I 




Thejptaidegt 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Fresideal: 


|v|ygJ^iyXE> 

a — 

I, 


There is also attached a copy ot a m?/: >'n^^ vtted 

Jfuly 16, 1663, from Mr« Co>isrt]iey A« Evans, - ri Jt 

Director of lids Bureau, to Mr* Belmont, foviu^r a 
to the Director, Indlcatiiig a dtaeussioa eoac^ 'ct ire 

lap at which time Mr. Kennedy Stated any repvi cu .$i which 
should become known as a result of such a did nut 


concern him at all, that In view of the poesil^e co(^>r?> .. 

Inflc^ce in thi racial situation he thought U eas to 

have as complete eoverige as posslblt. On J ^ 

^ Mr.^ennedy returned a request for a wire tap < ai wUch 
informed former Assistant Director ^y that 

^ wi^ withdrawing fals previous request " reasons w 

r fcans had outlined to him prtvioasij^ 


S As stated above, Mr. Kennedy later ^ the u 

fdaclng of the wire tap on October 10, 1663.^ V ; ^ ^ ^ 
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p ■■ Ah^ ih . 7 *^^ -V ■•' ■' vlxim 

jS ^tgjab r 10, IMI, wrtttes ^ ttettAMUtaat 

AttSRij G^atral of the CItU R4&? C ^^oioB, to no as XHroeiar 
of tho Barosttt rolatlog that botk u^& Miototj Qtnsral sad tlio 
Frtsldeat had separate strongly Ihr, King that thsro 
should ht no l^irthsr eonaoction Hoalsr Pitts O^Didl 

Bad tht Sootbsm Chrlotiaa X^sadership Coaferoaca* This also 
i ad lcate s that King was laformsd that dtaalay Lfrlson was a 
sserst momhsr of tha Commoalst Party aad ttiat this was doat 
at tht diractioa of tht Altoraty Otatral aad tht PrtsidML 
The Attorasy Otatral at that timt was the latt R<^rt P, Kton^^ 
aad tht Prtsidtat was the latt John F. Ktnat^y* 

nactrtly yoarSf 
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Edgar Hoover, Director 
•cral Bi'rcau o£ Investigation 


j ike Marshall, Assistan^ ./.t i • 
^ «,,ivil Rights Division 


Jhjnter 


Pitts O’Dell 



This 

of September 
!iunter' Pitts 
i appreciate 


relates to your letterhead memorandum 
5 to the Attorney General, relating toJ 
O'Dell and the related prior memoranda, 
your having sent copies of these to me. 


This matter had been brought to the attention 
of Dr, King some time ago by me, but in accordance 
with conversations which the Attorney General 
had with Courtney Evans, it was not felt to be wise 
in view of the sources of the Bureau’s informa¬ 
tion to state that I knew O’Dell to be under Communist 
influence or control at any time, I did inform . 

Dr, King and two members of his organization — 

Reverend Andrew Young and Reverend Wyatt Walker — 
some time ago -- that since O’Dell was believed by 
many people to have had Communist connections, his 
association with their organization was not in tlie 
best interests of the organization. 

At that time, inconclusive steps were taken ' 
to remove O’Dell, and his job with tlie Southern ' 
Christian Leadership Conference was changed^ In 
response to direct questions whether I had hard evidence 
of O’DelJ’s Communist connections, hov/cver, I replied 
that I was not in a position to give any. 


Following further conversat ions with Mr, 

Evans in June, however, I brought the matter to the 
attention of Dr, King very explicitly in my office 
on the morning of June 22 prior to a scheduled meeting 
which Dr* King had with the President, This was 
done at the direction of the Attorney General, 

Later that morning both the Attorney General and 
tlie President separately strongly urged Dr, King 

there should be no further connection between 
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Ti;<? .ii*ol.oiiiiiuu-K‘ovlOW ALL j lOlil CO'^TAINF’^ 

tiou^io, waiiiiiicton 80210 HEREIN IS UNCLASSiflED 

Dear Mr. Uracbonl 

> T ^ 

Mr, Jamo;t IS, Mlhioo^ iiiidolbl Aisout lu 

« 

Chari^o of our Scattlo Office, has furnlehod mo tho odlto- 

rlul, ’‘Iloovor Is Uihold in Wiretap Dlu^juto, ” from tho 

« 

Jmio 2Cth edition of your pai>or. X want to express my 
thanks for your kind remarks and hope that my future 
clforts as Director of the FBI will continue to merit your 
approbation, Yoxir staunch support is indeed ^predated 
and it means a great deal to me. 


^cerely yours, 
h Edgar Hoover 




1 * Seattle 

Reurlet 6/27/69 ■ 


^ Jr 


NOtE: Mr, Bracken is on the special ^orresponaents juist. inis 
let4^ recommended by the SAC, Seattle, 
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DR. K^.RTIli lAJTttEK Kl> 


1 an attaching an •dltorlal which appaarad 
In the SPOKESMAN-REVIEW, Spokan*, Washington, on June 26, 
1969, dealing .1th the curirent discussion with tospact to 
the captioned individual. 


V 


In view of his strong support of you and the 
Burear< ‘ ;s position, I thought perhaps you stay desire to 
address a letter to Mr. JAMES BRACKEN, Editor of the 
SPOKESMAN-REVIEW, expressing the Bureau's appreciation 

L.___ « . 

-wws —^ DAAWJvx*n nas axways oeen • Btxong 
supporter of the Bureau and has editorialized very favor- 
®^^y concerning you and the Bureau on a number of occasions. 
There is certainly nothing unfavorable here about him. 
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Enclosare 


I haT« r«c«iv6d yoar tetter ei Jom irad and van to 
thank fon lor your ktnd remaiiu ragardtng toe FBL fa rtew ol yoar 
Interest^ I am cncloatag a copy of an articia which appeared la the 
Jane 10» 1069, Uaae of *^Tbe Eyenlog Star, ** Waahlngtoiiy D. C. > 
which coQcema our aetivitiea relating to Martin Lather King, Jr* 
and seta forth the KSfa poaitioii In this matter. 

--1 sincerely yoore, 

JUNaOWfiq JT. Edgar Hoover ✓ 




r* **Tbe Evening Star” article entitled, ” QngWiretap Called RFK's Idea, 
T 6/19/69 

' ' , ‘ r 7 

n!!*! !; -' N6^flii Based upon available Informatlony^inies contain no record 

■ lientifiable to correspondent or his organlzatioa. ^ . 
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Director ‘jcigar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Director Hoover, 


607 ^ ^ 


I Our association with nearly 1200 membere stands solidly 
I behind you and the FBI in recent criticism pT the wire tapping 
ton the phones of the late Dr, Martin Luther^lng, 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation In their unending fight 
to protect our country from subversives had every right to 
use any means available to keep the "non-violent" Dr. King 
under a careful watch. 

There have been too many politicians and prominent Americeuis 1 / ' 

In their "white towers" made of ivory who proclaimed that the \l 

late Dr. King was a fine humanitarian. j 

However, we the citizens of our area who have always used/ 
the special faculty of common sense,have always believed Dr.King 
to be a danger to the society of America and a threat to theV 
future of our great country* | 

Dr. Martin Luther King was hand picked by the commuinist party . 

of America and had groomed him to begin the "revolution" that 
ie now beginning in our country* He attended training classes in 
ythe company of high-ranking Communist Party officials at the 
^notorious (noW defunct) Highlander Folk School at Monteagle,Tenn* 

^ The communist party had carefully planned his inarch In Se3^,Ala. 
along with the operational control of the civil rights movement* 

The "fantasy" of his "non-violent" status had become a perfeot 

cloak of-^^igulse- so perfect It fooled presidents,congressmen, a/ ^ 

clergy,|tateamen,cabinet members and ^ ^ ^ 

yipu, now that the wire tapping has becom u ' publ' tTr vto ' 

^ report de-claesiftng the communist link Md ^ ; 

V^l^LJDr. King and make ihl- 1- '^Ict- JUfcur^AM^rlcaifr 

Iheritage and our fuf;'r«= r-v ^ ' it. • . 
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BnffalOt New York 1422S 

ft was kind ot joa to write oo June Urd and 
eommeat as you did cooceming my a dmtni stratloa of this 
BoresA. Tlie thouid^tfal remarks of you and yoor hnid) a n d 
mean a great deal to me and 1 want yoo to know el my 
appreciatloa« 
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Sev«-5i.l years ago on T. v^ we heard Robert Kennedy say, when 
• ed whether he had ordered a wiretap on King, that he couldnt remember. 

n^ed that exc ase mariy times when asked about something that 
ould prove tc be controversial. A most convenient forgetter. 

No oae needf-d a wire tap on King at any time to know that he was 
.^o timing his wife. Rumor was rife all over this country. The usual 
'ussian gambit is to use a woman to undermine any man they wish to own or 
eliminate, so King wa^ suspect. He was also a phoney and if he had lived 
••X few more years that would have become apparent to everyone, also. 



^ My husband and I think »you are the greatest living American and 

.V e hope you never resign. Most of the people we cimtact feel the same way, 
even the youngsters and as you know, they usually don’t have much respect 
for anyone in public office these days. We are glad that our present president 
(and previous ones, too) appreciate your loyalty 6 ability. 


this. 


This note does not require an answer, sir. Thank you for reading 





Sincerely yours. 
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SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT 


This is to explain the '< 
of the logs maintained on eit^ ’ 

residence of M artin Luth er^King wh - 
deleted from tbe xer^ copy. 

SAC Frank Hitt, Atlan 
pertinent logs were made by SA 
stated that he removed by blocking 
*'SLi;.: up in memo®* and also the lowei po 
containing FBI Atlanta and the writE- o 
initials. He stated that this was doa 
did not constitute a change or altenr 
the loj and it was not pertinent, si-n 
substance of the information. In suxiri 
i the celetions fell in the category 
1 internal Bureau interest only. SA 
advise his superiors nor the Bureau oi 
of the opinion that he was performing 
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- Ilf, Devic 


-..' inh copies wei^e made 
eiliance on the 
liiKidwritten notation was 
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xerox copies 
SA 

.^lanlTwrit^n notation 
oi the date stamp block 
r.nm oi SA Nichols 2 {jc! Nichols 
0 because in his opinion this 
ion of the facts set -ferth in 
ifleant or_of value to the 
try, 

i stions of 
stated he did not 
the deletions because he was 
his assignment properly. 


At the time the copies ox the logs in question were 
sub?,.itted to the Bureau by the Atlanta office, the procedure was to 
have these logs reviewed at the field level. As of today, in 
accordance with your instructions, these logs are being reviev.et^ E.t 
the Seat of Government prior to disserr-j-nr. ti on. V/e have had 
highly productive electronic survei.’ 1; uccs where logs running into 
several thousand pages have been maintained and if, in the future. 


^uch 
j. t 


a.u extensive Undertaking 


is indicated by a xeqUest fOr material 
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his nature, it will be called tc you* attention. 

-■ gV c ■■■ - 

- i - : 1«SA w^ as i ncorr£Ct in beli eving ^hat tha'phrasG 

~ slU. Up in memo^^m^h he block^ o^.t fell in the category:of 
ac uLuistrative material which should be deleted in dlsseminatir.:, 
copies of Bureau communications to outside agencies. It is the 
recoamenlfction of the Spe cial Invest igative Division and the SAC, 
ALlanj^a, concurs, that should receive a letter of 

cc.jsufe xdV'his handling o^^nissituation > 0 ^ 7 ^7 
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recurrence of this situation the f xt » . 
letter to all.SACs that no deletioiis are 
.:erox copies are prepared from logs mainti^ia^.d 
veillances. 
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The povernmer.t 'has'admit- 

{ <d the F3! changed—without 
ir.forniins the Justice Depart¬ 
ment—a recorded lojr of v/ire-l 
lapped conversation? involvinsj 
former hca\-y weight boxing 
champion Cassius Clay. .1 
In disolosinc this to Clay's' 
*ttorr.e>s, the Department 
yesterday ooniendcd it did not 
jlearn of the FBI action until 
June 33, several days after 
copies of what were purported 
to be the original logs were 
filed in the U.S. District Court 
in }Ious!on. t 

John S. Martin Jr. and Mi¬ 
chael T. Epstein, who are' 
handling the Government's! 
case against Clay, said the' 
original record contained the, 
notation, "Sum up in memo.”) 

But the hand-written phrase 
was blanked out on documents' 
subir..tted to the court con-! 
ccrnirig a Sept. 4, 196-1, tele-' 
phone conversation between 
Clay and Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. | 

..Tite discrepancy came_ 

\tjien Clny’s Inwyers: unj 
sa.l .f;r (l wl:)] copies, dc- 
ni.'.t^k.i to sr-c the oi'iginal 
ircifiscnpl?. Ep-stcin and Mar-, 
|.in then chethed with the FBI; 
and found ti e penned-in por-| 
tier, was left off copies sub* I 
ir.i'.tec in court. 1 

.\o reason was given for the 
I.jHi bsion. The FBI had no com-! 
|;.‘.on‘.. And special FBI Agent! 
'Kcbcr: B. Nichols, who super-' 
.vised the tap on King's tele-j 
Iphoni-, claimed in an affidavit! 

I tit a It 011 lion was of no con-| 
i sequence.^ ^ k—. 1 
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the Justice !>■> 
- rccarded log of 
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.ua . Jr weight boxinp 
Clay. 

_■ ti'ib to Clay’s at-. 

■ . rlinent Monday -eg 
not learn oi iht 


NO res': 
h:sian. 

R. 
Ux 
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c.u.e. 


ph>'e 


w.:... { 
v.r... ci 
orjj.’i:: 

Martin 


iru-;-.',, u 
Gove;: 




:£ei\e.: 


g:vc- 'r- 
►I hi'j rv c-.r . 
special FBI agent 
Nichols, who super-' 
tan on King’s tele-! 
• - r; i.'i.ej iii aa aTfidavit 
notation was of no conse-' 
i'.ce. 1 

h initially scanned this! 
Nicl said, “I made the, 

- f iiies; ECtalion ‘Sum up in’ 

■ June 13, several memo,' as a flag to myself to‘ 

• • .-.v.a :: of what wcfe; consider this as'an item to be' 

' to bf- ihe original bgs ph c.cd in mcraorandum form. 

-n .i iTi L’.S. jDistrict Court /‘Upon s'ih -c-.jucnt detailed 

j view of the entii'e log and evalu-! 
S Martin Jr. and its contentshe added,) 

~ Lpstein. who are hari-/‘-^ decided the substance of the: 
s'-.'.N^rnment’s case did iijit warrant the) 

V.-..., said the original'Preparation of aroemorancum ”j 
- :.cd ^the notation,! As summarized in the record,; 
•' - I the conversation Nichols consid -1 

VC., u-.e hand-written ered unimportant was one in' 
•V.-.-, r...iJ;edoutondocu-!Which Clay advised King to! 

to the courts “watch out for them whities ” 

■-S — Sept. 4,13^4, teie-j _ Clay, sentenced to five years’ 
-o.;!vt .vation b e t w e e nt imprisonmect for refusing in- 
’u Dr. Martin Luther I d’action into the armed forces, is 

iseeiiir-s further federal court 
• repar.cy came to lightin an effort to (wmorn 
rs lawyers, unsa tisfiea.ccriviction. 

demanded to see the 
tvanscripts. Epstein and 
tnc-n chocked with the 
.‘r-..:-’ the penned-in 
v -s icit off copies sub- 
; court. 

■■".eni attorneys were 
about the affair, cx- 
ccncerc that the differ- 
cast doubts on the 
Ca the dQciim ffp t ,5 fKat»> - ^ 
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Kenaedv authorizing the wire- ; 
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'**' cvei' 

;-avy- 

tans on King. j 

kennedv resigned as atior- | 


Trotter ^ 


ney general oa Sep: ii. 19'34, 


Tele. Room 

- Bi 

(i/Ul Hoover told The S:ar that 


Koltr.es 

wire- 

the King wire-tap was discon- 



late 

tinued on April 3d, 1903. 


(jonoy 

Jr. 

Since Katzenbach and Clar.k 




} Kz 

I ,01- 

it 

^ fT: 


) 


. leader 

..a;L' there 
• t^etween 
^ :.r..^ '..art IdSi 
. i. . J. Ed- 
' . ■ :op FBI 
; t -. si:.',)oriV in a 

..ni,: in U.S. 
:• Hcj.t.'m. 
filed ir the U.S. 

. .. ;ii K<f'ston late 
FBI has pro- 
' of credibility 
. approaches a era- 

:■> ^ nr A 

V..; c'ap inf.jr'nalion 
v-'i ihrt the govern- 
fer liSi avoided mak- 
. . .e. The Clay hear- 
^vhich the fighter 
•■-rsal of his con vie* 

'• V e -y (- •; - £ c j .lence for . 
••■ :'’or}, touched off the 
■ o. e: I-El wire- 

- f .ring. 

Ti tl.csc Houston 
..rl. gi that the gov- 
;>•• rip-r.itiod that it had 
-ch -'enc' of King 
V. remapped the phone 
h'- ;d the honee of EUjah 
od. 

■ in oy this reporter 

•V. T'T>T >.1-;_ 

>- ^.,1 i. i>i W VUiUU 

t ' 'f.te Pobert F. Kenne¬ 
ys ,ic. ney general, both 
•r and authorized the 

iier’-: ph. ncs. Kennc- 
.-•rn-cessor as attorney 
. .Nici'ol.'is dc B Kat“ 

; his successor, 
Clark, have both dis- 
FBI claim thatKen- 
pr'rosed the wiretap on . 
aiir.cugh they acknowl- 
he approved it. 
bnef filed in Houston 
fc 'ce t.he gevs.-rreent to 
o.'Ujwe.nts, wiretap 
trara^cripts and 
r.nfion 

some of i^.e contra* 
i : re .at issue: 
told The Star that 




deny approving any King wire 
^aps, who approved FBI 
eavesdropping during the al¬ 
most eight months after Ken¬ 
nedy left the attorney general¬ 
ship? 

2. The federal coun brief 
^laims that either Hoover lied 
in saying that the King wire¬ 
tap w'as discontinued on April 

ioj, a»D3, ur eii^e rj^iiipeciai 
Agent Robert Nichols perjured 
himself in his Houston testimo¬ 
ny. 

“It wfs Special Agent Ni- ; 
chols who stated Lhat ths King j 
wiretap had continued until ' 
April 4, 1363, the day of Dr. | 
K i n g's assEssir.aticn,’’ the 
brief states. > 

(The transcript of Nichols' j 
testimony has not been print¬ 
ed, so the brief reflects the 
memory of Clay’s lawyer, 
Charles Mcrgan jr., of Atlan¬ 
ta. and hi.s associates. The 
New York Timc-s ha.s repo.-tCKl 
Nichols as Icslihing Uiat he 
was in ^charge of the surveil- 
ianee of lung until May 1965 
“ard it was n,y vr;d' r'staiiamg 
that it went on afier that.") 

I 3. The Star quoted Hocvct as 
sa>ing that on Oct. 7, J0S3, he 
reported to Kennedy that it 

wiretap telephones at head¬ 
quarters of the Southern Chris¬ 
tian Leadership Conference in 
Atlanta and at an unnamed 
location in New York. 

But testimony in the U.S. 
District Co art in Houston 
shows the government exhibit- 
ing a log purported to be the 
result of a wiretap of King’s 
home telephone. 

This raises the question of 
flow many King taps the FBI 
had, and which ones w’ere ap¬ 
proved by Kennedy or anyone 
else. 
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Oafk Says' 


' By Ronadd J. Ostrow tad 
Nicholas C. Chrin 
' Lm AatelM Tl»«a 

Former Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark aald yesterday 

t hat while he headed the Jus- 
Ice Det>Artfl:ient, the FBI had 
no authorization to wiretap or 
bu£>fhe Rev. Dr. Martin Lu¬ 
th er Ji, 

In an interview, Clark said: 
*Tbe implication that people 
thought Dr. King was a securi¬ 
ty threat are outrageous.” 

Clark also denied that be 
fever had authorized the FBI to 
Sug or wiretap Elijah Mu¬ 
hammad, leader of the Black 
Muslims. 

Clark’s statement raises the 
Itiuestion of whether the rai 
acted without authority in con 
ducting electronic surveillance 
of the two Negro leaders while 
Clark was in office. It also 
Suggests that the FBI may 
nave violaied the 1965 Execu¬ 
tive Order by President John 
aon providing that so wire 
tapping ‘’tball be undertaken 
or continued without first ob¬ 
taining the approval of the 


The first official acknowl¬ 
edgement that Dr. King and 
Muhammad had been moni¬ 
tored came list week in Hous¬ 
ton during a Federal court 
bearing on the appeal by for¬ 
mer heavyweight champion 
Cassius Clay of his 1967 draft 
refusal conviction. 

I Clay contends that FBI 
eavesdropping on his converse 
tions with Dr. King and Mu-| 
hammad tainted his conviction. 

Confirmation that Dr. King’s 
^ home ffeni was Upped from| 
1964 jintil ground the time ofj 
i nation, April 4 ,| 
came from FBI agent | 
Nichols. Asked if thej 
ntinued until the, 
te. Nichols a^c 



O u UlC 
lodded ] 


»/ 




ei^Ot. ch 


Mob: 





Ccfrtier — 
Cal’ahon 
r :ad - 


I * f* 


>u^iivaD 
• avei 
Trotter 
Tele. Room 
Holmes_ 



"-D “"I' _ 

L-, in / 








V 


A’ 


A' 




alters 

late Friday refer 
btng newsmen to DtnKtor J 
^Uigar Hoover'a testimony be¬ 
fore s House subcommittee on 



The Waafaington-Poat 
Times Herald_ 

The Washington Daily Newa- 

The Evening Star (Washington)-g* 

The Sunday Star (Washington) 

Daily News (New Y6lk)_ 

Sunday News (I'Ibw York)- 


A VOA 


The New YoA Times 
The Sun (Baltioipre) ^ 


appropriations in the years 

1 1965 through 1968. ' llTphe Daily Worii 

Hoover testified then thaflX • 
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! advance and in writing by 
attorney General then in o 
Mm. a Justice Department 
mpokesman termed Hoover’s 
. ^testimony “accurate in every 
^ reigect" . ^ n j 

Ctafk said be required the 
BI, over whom he' was the 
'nooiinal superior, to give him 
every three months a list of 
Individual! under elecUonIc 
surveillance. 

The wa n'iwt ef Dr. Kihg and 
* Muhammad never appeared c:^ { 
audh a list, he aald. ! 


fe 


New Leadel_ 

The Wall Street doumal 

R EC National (Server . 


'eople*a World 


Examiner (Washington) -- 

3 HWW—T— 


m 


«J?69 


~ JUL 


i y 


M, 7969 


<30^ 


HeHo. /5 






(JhT.KcdHPn^ OlW TO 




I i- 


Date of Mail _ 


Has bean removed and placed In the Special File Room of Records Branch. 


See File 66-2554-7530 for authority. 


S6£ 


Subject 


JUNE MAIL //M 



Removed By 


98JUL 221969 


'TL 


File Number ^ 


Permanent Serial Charge Out 





4-750 < 2 - 7 . 79 ) 


XVXKKX 

x\vx\x 

xxxxxx 


f 6 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Pa^(s) withheM entirely at this location in the file- 
indicated, e^yi^in this deletion. 


One or more of the followinc statements, mlieic 


1 


D Deleted under exemption's) _ - <^ilh no segregable 

materia) available for release lo you. 

D Information pertained only lo a third party i<ith no reference to you or the subject of your request 

ZD Information pertained onl> to a third pan.\. Vour name is listed in the title only- 

i 1 Document's) originatinc with the following government agency(ies> ---———— 

____ aas/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 

« 

Page<s) referred for consultation to the follow ing government agencyties); - 

__as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the materia) to the FBI. 


Page's) wirhheld for the following reasrwts): 


9^ Tor your information; 

W‘/l Sejf-t At yi /Aie.ie _ 


Hj The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGEtS) ^ 
i NO DLPUCATION FEE { 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
X\’\*XXX\’\^^X\A’\'X'\*\-X'\ 


XXKXXX 

xxxxxx 

xxxx\*\ 


r«. c 



( 


5 


U '0 0 


. I \ Vx.°^ 



on removed and placed in the Special File Room of Records Branch. 


File $6 2554-7530 for authority. 


•'Utisct_ JUNE MAIL'" 

C 

Removed By 9 8 J U L 1 7 1969 

File Number NOO ~ \^Vo\d^ b - ^\oX ^ 




Permanent Sef»a? Out 








4-750 <3-T-79> 




XXXVXK 

x\xxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORV.ATION SHEET 


withhold entirely at this location in the Hie. One or more of the following statements, sphere 
indicated, ei^ain this deletion. 


I 


D Deleted under evemption^'sl ___ - with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

O Inforrr.ation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your reQuesL 

lH) Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title cmly. 

D Documenns) originating with the following government agency(ies> -- 

____was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 

« 

_ Fage(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency!ies); --—i... 

_as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page^sl w ithheld for the follow ing reasonts): 


5 ^ For your inforrr.ation: tiU _ ^/e<ic£ss£‘c/ Ajvc/ 

Le. _ A l t .A .//ficiS. _ 

CZ: The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 




xxvxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 


X DELETED PACEtSi ^ 
\ NO DCPUCATION FEE C 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 


r*. c 





Ttxatz 




r.Li. li.rUi.i/lAliJ. 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSiMEQ 
DATEi^'t BY SLLlIt 

C»^7> 


I hare racelTed jour oonummicalloii of Jane t 4»h^ 
witii ^'’Closure, end certniiity iQipreclnte jfonr ktiid remarks —^ 
its 4 cUng n^ ndmlnistrstioD of the FBI. I hope that 
<x?i li: ;ir€ ®£forta will continiie to merit joor approral. fa view 
oa your concern, I am enclosing an article a^ch sets forth the 
FBTs position concerning the Ifartin Lather King, Jr., wiretap 


controversy. 
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Sfacerefy yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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^ 2k, 1969 


Mr. F.'i 5 
Ur. V'i ift 
Mr. Kema _ 
Mr. £'u.'..\Ai 
Mr. Tavd-. 
Mr. Trotter 


Mien Rolmwt 
Miat Qmadf^ 


Dear Sir, I 

TbaxUc ycu for ; ♦. ' r’ce tcpirard law and order la f 

this nation, and the i r • ioa - c Constitution. I aa sure that " 
there haTe been aary heart-tr-^akin.*; i-ojwents for you in your years of 
service due to Suprene Court iecid? M^5, politically Motivated aete, 
and Yuifair eritlcisa by unlaTomed individuals. This country is 
fortunats in that we have had eoMeo;..^ with your ability and integrity, 
«e hunbly ask that you reataia as lon.^ as you fsel physically able, fox 
Anerica is sorely ia need of worth:^ ^^ders. | 

The enclosed artiel* has eaten upr/s hqt heart like a cancer. Isn't I 
there sose way that the truth about tSlng and StMie of the Conspiracy : 
can be published 7 It is tine that the ^jrth that eurrounds hin is 
ended snd the inxblic is infomed as to what he was up to. There are 
a lot of Black Hilitiants in this area, and gun registratiem won't | 

stop their intentions. Ooneemed sititens are keeping their eyes | 
OPEN. i 

y A Giat^ul Citinen 
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' .->. y ■ I- F”! .!.::cnt who 


■'rv:.-;:':! this surveillance told 
' t! w 3 s iny 
. U’.at it went on 

.• whole truth is that Dr. 
r ' phones were lapped, his 
' r: rooms busged. and he was 
. Si^r.aViy shauosveu nght up to 
f line he was slain in 
o;pris on April 4.196.^- 


V. . .11 a^ent, C. Barry 
i... told the court in 
-Houston. Texas,"that lor four 
solid years he had listened eipht 
hours a day, five days a week 
to the conversations of Elijah 
Miihummatl, leader of the Black 
Mus’mis. Pickett erdptoycl both 
a telephone wiretap and a 
microphone planted in Mr. 
Muhammad’s home. 

Thc.se eases of elect ronic 
ciwDiidroppin;^, which violate 
both federal law and a 
Presidential executive order, 

tVAr*/* Hic^4yw/>^l in «» 

^ m vii 

former heavyweight boxing 
champion Cassius Clay’s effort 
to overturn a five year prison 
sentence for his refusal to be 
draficd. 

These bugginRs, which caught 
some Clay conversations In 
their ••net,” are but a fraction 
of the illegal wiretaps that have 
moved this country far closer to 

w a saw 

Americans realize. 


indif' ■: 

rea. uo.. j>art of must 

Americans? 

First, there is the general FBI 
Juslificaticr. for Cll^ «9.«ti/v>. 

,, . - - ' ——~ MVUV.4 .. 

national ^'*euri<y.” ' 

'' * Cen, Ham''-' 

s .;mj*atjcaii» 

‘ '!.i ..zd 'xio authoriiy * 

to wiretap or bug Dr. King, 
iis.serts that “the implication 
people thought Dr. King 
was a security threat j* 
outrageous.” 

Still, that term "national 

security*' is 41_ 

- ^ i<vwvi4iui uum 

"motherhood.'’ /or It evokes 
fear, and men still surrender 
more things — including liberty 
~ out of fear than they do out 
of love. 


as U.^v‘ 
hear of 
bugging 

Clark 


-m.. : 

;f. b'- 

I he 

of y<r 4ir - 

pO;<ihly « 'v 


justifying laa^jc. V 
I by titillating *o.Tl!*iiP 
men and feeding a 
ammunition to So;- 
who despised the cv., i 
■ leader — all by • 
revealing “tidbits” picki..' 
through the wiretaps • . 
buggings? 

Was Clark unaware tj..'’ 
certain FBI offidsls ux.c 
roaming the country leaking tu 
ncvvspaper editors poisonoji. 


about Dr. King and w'hat 
bi-pgings allegedly had 

L.c.":sXiOcy else in B'ashinglon 
o; any cor..scq uer.ee knew it, and 

rrrm* « .. 

QUr HQ Qjjg 

kerned lo know how to go about 
making ilie FBI bend to the 
iaui of the land. 

Ti.OiC is a not-too-flippant 
Baiumppon m Washington that 
Edgar Hoover has been FBI 
director for 4o years because all 
••-•e recent Presidents have 
assumed that he knew too much 
about them to be replaced. So 

POk onlv Ur;4W ha v^<ii « 

—, 4ivi Dy ' 

any of the younger, very able 
FBI men in ihe normal course 
of things, but Presidents 
Johnson and \ixon have felt it 
wise or expedient to waive a 
law saying Hoover has reached 


the rocking chair age. 

Hoover ought to be replaced 
as FBI director'— immediately. 

As Washington agency heads 
go. Hoover may have done a 
better job than most. But the 
people of this country knew 
something when they limited the 
time one man might serve in 
the Presidency. They saw 
personal fiefdoms as iniraical to 
the democracy, the personal 
freedom, that we have come to 
cherish. 

If it is dangerous to have one 
man *erve three full terms as 
Fresideni, it is far more 
dangerous to have one man take 
lifetime possession of a powerful 
policc-invcsUgative agency that 
prods into the deepest secrets of • 
Ihe most prominent, most 
honored citizens and has the 


power lo discredit, even 
destroy, almost, anyone. The 
kind of abuse of and contempt 
for the law manifest in the King 
and Muhammad eavesdropping 
’ becomes almost inevitable when 
a man is left in a key job as 
long as Hoover has been. 

Were Hoover a more 
thoughtful man, or as concerned 
about the preservation of 
democracy and liberty as his 
speeches suggest, he would have 
resigned long ago. He would not 
keep putting Presidents In the 
poli ti ck bind of deciding to keep 
him or ease him out. 

It is dear Hoover has no 
intention of resigning. So when. 
docs the President muster the 
courage to say: "Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant 
Goodbye.”? 
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DIRECTS . IBJ (XOO-IC..' 


SAC, NK-. yoKK (100-136385) 

/ 

6 . MARTIN T.IJTHER KING 

^ JUC'Jl:, l.\7nj». 

ReNYtelt to Bureau 6 / 21/69 and 6/22/69. 

; Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an article 

{3; ,^ -iring in the '’New York Post”, June 20 , I969, page 53 , 
iCrtp jcned, "ABout Hoover, King and RFK," by JAMES A. WECHSLER. 


Jew York Office will report further information from 
’when obtained. 


io7(D/ 


NO urn to follow 
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31 it Hoover, 

1 -higandRFK 

f 

L - - , JAMES AT’^CKSLER 


J '■ -t’.rc sr.d brlief. Robert F. Kennedy 

d • i'*':if>rj7.(. s' : ii ICii-pinj: on Martin Lxilher J\mp. It 

vvaj; not a defi-;: -. ii. . hr • jjiwt'd in retroispect with any piide. 
Th:.’ is cr c . iiic current FBI effort to document 

Kcii:.iu' ' jrr.{-]•,' ■. ii ihe case has a quality of posthumous 
obs«.c riity. 

ror the i'-sup obicorcd by those self-sercing and Isolated FBI 
exerciser in re>-elat;o:! is whether this outrapeous intrusion was 
Konr rGy r idea or v. .jctiici- •: was a response to the kind of data 
that J. Edr<j- !i«r inflicted on Innumerable Atiorneys 

Genorr.J in nuf- • .he sanction he obtained from Kennedy. 


This is no sh rp-listic apologia for RFK. I should like to 
* beliC' e that he wouh^ nave responded diffei'cntly if the issue 
had bern pioenied to him '>ater in bis life. But this cannot be 
proven V'h;.: ^ dc k;. - f.ri tlic b^si-s ol personal conversation 

—is that .ho had r. d< ; er.:iig conct-in about the FBI director's , 
role during I.is fui.il y< ars on earth and that he would almost 
certainly have ai-jney d for Hoover’s retirement if he had 
*ch»< .ed the FiesiOcncy. 


★ * 

Mbat Is liitulorably sickening about the present succession 

of official and unofficial releases from Mr. Hoover’s office Is 
that iricy seem designed to stain the Jives of both Dr, King and 
Bob Kennedy. 

It Is understandable that Mr. Hoover should feel a certain 
IndigDid^P al* 0 'it published repoits that he acted on his own, 
and^iherefor* lav.lcs.sly, in ordering the surveillance on Dr. King. 


/y / 
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ENCLOSURE 
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So kt \js grant him ihc V •; .d Hobcrt Kci- 

ivdy—as ho had so many otlio < ;hc same offici?-* 

Into ratifying a droary 

It is the unhappy history of ti>> ’ .:>i) Tkpt. that Hoover 
has for so long <x<?rltd vhi> kin" ' vT(,Ui...CiUs political black* 
mail. In this iitstance he cojni ..-r.jca!-;- Ktnnf^v* the viev» 
that King was in conir*ct with c?v:. ‘n roct character;?; if 
Kennedy ignored the wairing and Ki*iy p»;\ed to be a bo».i»> 
thrower irather than a victim', tin F‘7r«: v .’*cd public relat.oiui 
apparatus would have quickly whj^pc'ed the v.oid to the Wash¬ 
ington press cotps that the Attorney Gcntial had capriciously 
rejected Hoovers pica for continuing ikoirity of this danger¬ 
ous man. 

In fact what Hoover “got ‘ on Kir.i \ . -.sat he had a play 

ful quality in his life, and tr.at the cnil lights movement did 
not always obey the codes of private pui'itanism. Certainly It 
was also true that he met with many varieties of political men, 
some of them with FBI do.ssieis. but hi*; essential Integilty 
and political independence wwe never soiiousiy challenged. Only 
the crude foimat of “raw ‘ FBI material could have lendeird 
him guilty by association. 


. * * « 


_ _ _ _ ___ __ 

• mmM99 9i9 mr* w^*99iv: liff" *■ j crt«-v^jii UT'««IIJ9 ntny tH'. II MfllC 

that the full story be unfolded. This, I believo. is what both 
^ Pr. King and Robert Kenr.cuv would have wanted in the light 
of the FBI’s current relea.se ot selective infoimfiiion and of the 
, appaient expansion of v. iic : -ppiug under the regime of Attorney 
* (.ieiitTal M (tchell. 


The question Is not whether Martin Luther King was a 
personal saint, or whctlicr Kennedy should have asked many 
more questions before kUing Hoover run wild. It is whether 
the FBI should be allowed and cncouragc-d to collect random 
information about public men that can eventually become 
/ weapons of blackmail. 

When J. Edgar Hoover branded Dr. King “Ihe most notorl- 
) ous liar in the cou.'itry” a;.-r King hau ass Hi). d the FBI's 
A laggard activity in civil rigiits vases—King could not fight back 
, effectively because he knew that some aspects of his personal 
. life had been monitored by Hooker’s men. This was political 
terrotism of the vilest sort. Now’ since Mr. Hoover has chosen 
- to porpeluale the battle—against both King and Kennedy— 
because of his sensitivity to journalistic criticism. It Is time the 
whole story was aired before a Congressional tribunal. Tho 
two dead men cannot be Injxued by such an Inquest; many” 
living men may be spared injustice and indignity at Die hands 
of an otganbation that too long ago becanie a state within 
\ state. 
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. OF DIRECTOR 
-SAU OF INVESTIGATION 
‘^ES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


6 / 19/69 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 




'mR. CASPAR - 

MR. CALLAHAN 


MR. CONRAD 
MR. rCLT - 


MR 6 Al_ C 

I have heard your statement 
that Robert Kennedy authorized you 
to tap the telephone of Rev. M. L. My^Ivel 
King Jn. TROTT 



I thus ask: If this is true, 
then why didn't you tell this when 
Robert Kennedy ^as alive ? 


yn, TROTT 
MR, JONE& — 


TELE. ROOM . 
MISS HOLMES 


MRS. METCALF 
MISS CANDY - 


Hoping ^y'ou can aC^^ei 
-rtiri^cerely 




swer, I am C 

ijt- /i 




.'axpayer 
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MARTIN LUTHEl('^KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIS r 


r' 





In memorandum from G. C. Moore to Mr. W, C. Sullivan 
dated 6/21/69, it was recommended and approved by the Director 
that Bishop personally contact Congressman H* R. Gross (R. - Iowa), 
with whom we have had cordial relations, with reference to his 
letter of June 19, 1969, and advise him that due to various ramifications 
involved in the King telephone surveillance. It is not possible to 
furnish him any additional data. ^ 

With the Director’s approval, Bishop contacted 
Congressman Gross on the afternoon of 6/23/69. Congressman Gross 
was very cordial and, when Bishop advised him that it would not be 
possible to furnish him any additional data concerning the wiretap 
on Dr. Martin Luther King other than what has appeared in the press, 
he stated that he completely understood. Congressman Gross stated 
that his letter to the Director of June 19, 1969, was motivated solely 
I by the desire to furnish the Director a Congressional forum if the 
I Director wished to utilize the services of Congressman Gross in 
making public additional facts concerning the approval of the wiretap 
on Dr. Martin Luther King and « facts concerning the communist 
associations and influence over Dr. King. 




% 


Congressman Gross requested that Mr. Hoover send him 
a brief acknowledgment of his letter of June 19, 1969, advising that 
it is not possible to furnish him any additional data, so that Congressman 
Gross may retain it in his files for record purposes in the event any 
inquiries should be made of him on this matter. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the attached letter be sent to Congressman Gross. 


t - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
1- Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure 
r»^. Gale - Enclosure 
^ - Mr. M. A. Jones - Enclosure 
w TEB:jo 
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C-' 

i'fPTIN LDTHE- KING; RACICL Y.^ T'a?:--.-' 

THE FOLLOVING i? A SYNOPSIS rp a'‘ -.^TiCLE IN THE 
-NEW YO'^K POST- F-ID^Y jn^E TWENTY, NIN-'IEEN SIXTY 
NINE, PACt; FIFTY TH“EE, CAPTIONED HOOVEP, KING 




Mr. Bttllivi 
Mr. T«vel_: 
Mr. Trotter_ 

TMe. Boom_ 

Miu Bulmes. 
Mim G«Bdj- 




J 


V 






KE^^NEDY DIO A'THORIZE A TAP oT KING, IT WAS A 
DECISION HE LATEF VIEWED WITHOUT PRIDE. CURRENT FPI 
EFFORTS ^^VE A DUALITY CF -POSTHU'^C’jS OFSFNITY-. 

-WHAT I DO KNOV, ON THE BASIS OF PERSONAL CONVERSATION, 

IS that (KENNEDY) HAD A DEEPENING CONCERN ABOUT THE 

FBI DIPECiOF-s ROLE DURING HIS FINAL YEARS ON EARTH. - n l9 

REC l^lPO - i 

AND T^AT HE WOULD al^^iOST CERTAINLY HAVE ARRANGED POTT* 

HOOVER'S FtJ^REMENT IF HE HAD ACHIEVED THE PRESID^C'W^ 30 1969 
\ END PAHK tlNE 






(Lit-* 0 


_ m 

I MR^.nEii'AC.H.FO. Tilt 0-r.:cTp_H; I 


ncivLiu io JliuLAiiSirlEU^ 


I 
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F=I SPfOKTS 5EEr< DTST • ‘ • .. LIVES OF BOTH 

KING AND KENNEDY. 

LET U5 GPAKT THAT HCOVE«^ BEGJiL: ; KENNEDY AS HE DID 
OTHER ATTORNEYS GENERAL INTO r ;f A DREARY SNOOPING 

EXERCISE. THIS IS REFERRED TO EY VrCHSLER AS -POLITICAL 
BLACKf^AlL.- 

IF KENNEDY IGNORED HOOVER’S WA-MNG ABOUT KING, 

AND KING TURNED OUT TO BE A 30^'R SHELL, THE FBI SKILLED 

PUBLIC RELATIONS APPARATUS WOULD ’^'HISPER KENNEDY’S 

♦ 

REJECTION CF HOOVER’S PLEA. 

VECHSLE!^ CLAIKS KING COULD NOT ANSWER HOOVER’S 
STATEIvEKTS BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT SOME ASPECTS OF HIS 
PERSONAL LIFE HAD SEEN MONITORED BY THE FBI. HOOVER’S 

I 

CURRENT "RELEASE OF SELECTIVE INFORMATION" IS DUE 
TO HIS SENSITIVITY OF GENFRALISTIC CRITICISM. 

WECHSLER CALLS FOR THE ENTIRE STORY TO BE AIRED 
SC THAT "MANY LIVING MEN MAY BE SPARED INJUSTICE AND 
INDIGNITY AT THE HANDS OF AN OkGANIZATION THAT TOO LONG 
AGO BECAME A STATE WITHIN A STATE." 

XERO^^OPIES OF THE ABOVE ARTICLE ARE BEING 
PROMPTLY" FORWARDED TO THE BUREAU. 

END 

F^I WASH ^ MWL ^ MTv. SULLIVAN 
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LL4M C. BAJRTON, ASSOCIATED PRESS 
.-iX IvIC KEKZIE, WASHINGTON POffr 
REQUEST FOR INTERVIEW V/TTH THE DIRECTOR 




/i : ( ' 


^ Barton of the AP and McKenzie from the Post conta< -' m 
request personal interviews with the Director. 

-.a. Barton advised that in view of the interview given by Mr. Hoover *: icb 
appeared in the Detroit Free Press, his desk had requested him to make a 
formal request of the Director. The Director’s extremely heavy schedule 
, was explained to Mr. Barton and he said he fuUy understood the problem. 

It will be recalled that following'^e story in the Star last 
weei concerning the wiretaps on Martin Luther King that McKenzie, fron 

v‘o!ifd°nor t" ‘".‘®rview-an'dwas toid^SiteTlrmly that the Director 

would not grant an interview to him. In his call last evening. McKenzie 
was most persistent and again referred to the Star interview afd L^Ttot 
in view of the Detroit Free Press story, they felt all the more they should 

i ^ exclusive interview with the Director. He asked 

, hat he be called today wit.i the Director's decision and he will be informed 
i of course, that the Director will not grant an interview. * 


For information. 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. M. A. Jones 

HPLrhak (6) 

iJ/ 


/ 

1 - Miss Gandy 
1 - Miss Holmes 
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P oHiestic In 


telligence Division 


INFORMATIVE note 

D.., 6/20/69 


Attached relates to a conversation 
between Coretta King and Stanley Levison 
during which Mrs. King advised she had 
been contacted by Ethel Kennedy (Mrs. 
Robert F. Kennedy) on 6/20/69 and that 
Ethel Kennedy said she was sorry about 
what has been in the paper. (Apparently 
referring to the article concerning the 
authorization from Robert F. Kennedy to ta 
Martin Luther King’s telephones), 

Levison felt the entire affair will be 
forgotten, but that FBI Director Hoover 
will be bothered by it because it leaves 
him as the man responsible. Mrs, King 
agreed stating, feels like he is the 
most guilty.” Levison was a secret 
member of the Communist Party as late as 
1964. 


’"S' 


In view of the nature of this 
information and the secret source from / I 
which it was obtained, no dissemination^ 


is being made. 


lae. . 

Exempt froir^CDSlciaUj^ry^ 


^ Date/>t 

ABK:chs '•'//• ^ 
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DIPECTOi? 100-106670 (CODE) 


AIIENTIOK DOrESnC IMELLIGEJ.XE 

/ 

ERC.'^^'fjEV YORK 100-13 6585 


r^AKTIf; LL’THER^U’G, 


THE FOLLGWIWG INFORMATION WA6 FUPNISHE 



SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNi >0’ 

/ 

JP. SM-C, cyr 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN: 


SIXTYNINE: 

ON JUNE TWO ZERO, 


XT' 


(CLASSIFY ON JUNE TWO ZEl^O, 

Exempt CJIt 

p.t. c! ' 

Yr.'iNE, cc^lTk^fing Told 

STANLEY LEVISON THAT ETHEL >&i[NEDY HAD CONTACTED HER THAT 
DATE TO say SHE WAS SOPRY A3CUT W>HJ HAS SEEN IN THE PAPER * " 

(APPRENTLY REFEPPING TO THE ARTICLE CONCERNING THE AUTHORIZATION 
FROM ROBERT F. KENNEDY, WHEN ATTORNEY GENERAL, TO RHTSf 
KARTIf; L'JTURP KING’S TELEPHONES). CCRETTfl ADDED THAT ETHEL 

r. rnv . /OO 'yO -3tlf 'V7>/-. 

KENNEDY IMPLIED THAT SHE HOPED THIS WOULD NOT INTERFERE WITH 





THEIR FRIENDSHIP. COPETTA SAID SHE REPLIED THAT SHE UNDERSTOOD ^ 
HOW THE PRESS CAN BE DECISIVE AT TIMES AND THAT TH 


COLOR HEP ATTITUDE IN ANYWAY TOWARD THE (KENNEDY) FAMILY. 
COPBTTA also TCLD LEVISON THAT ETHEL KENNEDY SAID 


tiJHEY- HfD A MEETING AT PRFVTOItc NIGHT AND TALKED 




w 


E£D POOP 


J£lv«.C'»i rn*» THE DIRECTOR 


I'cOPY SENT TO M 


P.. TOE Siff I 


iLEl) IN 





PA'';r TWO 


¥}l. 


JORETTA SAID 






iSt--? 



.. KNOW WHAT ETHEL KENNEoy 

ji want to ask her. 


ing about 




iON COMMENTED THAT HE FELT COf!! :lA’S ANSWER 


: ! FIGHT BECAUSE THERE IS NO POINT IN ATTEMPTING 


T.j Assess what role bobby Kennedy played since there is so 

WAY OF REALLY KNOWING. 

COFEXTA STATED THAT THIS WAS "SORT OF PASSING THE 
BUCK, and THEY’RE TRYING TO PUT IT ALL OFF ON HIM". SHE 




ADDED iHAT HE MAY HAVE AGREED AND GONE ALONG WITH IT. W 

t VM-MArki/cm <rUAT Turv l/unu if T UUrTUFD UC 

L.c,viDU« ncnHn net/ mm i nc. i nnww nmuy wiib.AiAbr\ n*. 

FELT BOBBY KENNEDY WAS INVOLVED OR NOT, STILL MAINTAINED A 
FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM. HE SAID IF KING FELT BOBBY 
KENNEDY HAD DONE ANYTHING, HE FORGAVE HIM NO DOUBT BASED ON 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE TIME, THE FACT HE WAS ALWAYS 
SUPER NERVOUS ABOUT HIS BROTHER (PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY). 
LEVISON SAID THIS IS THE ATTITUDE CORETTA SHOULD TAKE. HE 
SAID IF THE PRESS "WANTS TO DIG UP GARBAGE" IT SHOULD NOT 

BE ALLOWED TO INTERFERE WITH A CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONSHIP. 
F^rtcirTTA c.Tn tuat rnt t nwru/d uri» rnMurp<?ATinM UTTH 

V/Wireitn «wpn Av * nr» * •»*-»» . - —— 

ETHEL KEIrttEDY, THE PHONE RANG AGAIN AND THAT THE GIRL WHO W' 

A 

END PAGE TWO 
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SENATOR KENSEDY. COREtVa SAID, HCVtVER, 
SHE AND LEVISON AGREED THAT SENATOR 
HAVE found om THAT ETHEL CONTACTED CORETU • 
GO' THROUGH WITH THE CALL. 

.•mjUO THAT THE PRESSURE AT THIS POINT 
‘ '-;.Y LIBERALS WHO RESENT FBI DIRECTOR HOOVER'S 
iiOOVER GAVE AN ANSWER. UE ADDED THAT HOOVER 


■ JCRSD BACK BY (RAMSEYI^CLARK, AND THAT CLARJC'S 

..GHT. X 

- GAVE HIS OPINION THAT THE ENTIRE AFFAIR 
|WI..L * : AWAY" AND ADDED THAT "IT'S NOT THE KIND OF THING 

YOL Err’ GOING." LEVISON FELT THE ENTIRE THING WILL BE 

Ifcr^o..'^ i^{J7 THAT FBI DIRECTOR HOOVER WILL BE BOTHERED BY IT 
•because; n LEAVES HIM AS THE MAN RESPONSIBLE. 


W I ..L 




COPEITA AGREED, STATING "I FEELS LIKE HE IS THE 


t^Si PiiiLir." 


?EDISON COMMENTED THAT CORETTA'S SUGGESTION THAT SHE 
GET Tr -«^*HER WITH ETHEL KENNEDY COULD BE FRUITFUL A ND SHOUL 
END PAGE THREE 







PAGE FOUR 

BE DOME REASONABLY SOON. LEVISON SUGGESTED THAI CORETTA 
SET UP THE MEETING AND THAT THEY COULD TALK jiABOUT IT BEFORE 

SHE AND ETHEL KENNEDY MEET. 

/?! ^jno 

NO ym BEING SUBMITTED. 

END 

WA...LRC 

FBI WASH DC 
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reOEBAi. »* 4 ;r, 
united »TATE'. Of • - 
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JUSTICE 


^e attached/g^i i regarding 
^.5£l^kLLuth^rJKingand newspaper MM. FCl 

articles were sSJlo^e Director 

from an anonymous source. 

Envelope Is postmarked 
San Francisco, California, 

June 25, 1969. 

Miss holmes 
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obove picture wos made by on employee of the Stote of Georgia, ot the Highlander 
■~S ul^^olk School in Monteogfe, Tennessee during the Lobor Doy week<ond of 1957. The {^hoto- 
oo vgropher wos sent to the Highlander Folk School by the Georgio Commission on Educotion., 
r - ^ cJ'he Highlander Folk School was obolished by on oct of the Legislature of the Stote of Te?t-;^ 
^ liessee at o loter dote. 

Those numbered in the picture ore: 

.V Mortin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott and the Birminghom riots. Kort 

X ^ ^ Bnission, o counterspy for the FBI for twolvo yoors, chorget thot Mortin Luther King 
tzz ^ belongs to sixty Communist-front orgonizations more thon ony Communist In the 
United StotM. 

T ' 2. Abner W. Berry of the Control Committee of the Communist Forty. 

^ 3. Aubrey Willioms, President of the Southern Conference Educotion Fund, Inc., The Trans¬ 
it mission Belt in the South for the Communist Forty. 

^ 4 . Myles Horton, Director of Highlonder Folk School for Communist Trosning, Monteogle, 

^ Tennessee. 

%Sk', 

These "Four Horsemen" of rociol ogitoHon hove brou^.^t - r. ...c r, <^sturbaric», strife 
ond violence in their advancement of the Communist dc^.tr!:: : ntft:ci»vHs««," 




JOIN THE AUGUSTA CdURf^ii IN THE Ftl 

Copies ovoiloble*^ ICX) for > 1.00 {include -.or po;»>c.i 3 u) 

Alert Americans AesociatiozL Boac 1222, 900?^ 

\ Order RIGHT WING PIR^CTORY^ , [ytinfl oil Riqh. Wing ;»^tivitie4 
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comm, 
ping *- 
t ICu-g 
it >iA. 
lion / 

G^;t ‘■-• 

to CC.-i 

lance. 

But 

nothin; 
facet .' 
contin up¬ 
rights Ic 
tftcr.Ke:!.—.. 
attorney ;v. 
tern her, i 
The T' s lei 
Wednesdsy ihor. r 

F yvemm-": [:•■> 

BI recor :'. h >. • . r - 

on Dr. Vr . ^ 

Uined W- 

1063, until A j H 30, ''j! 
when then A'.ty. G^u. Ni¬ 
cholas D. K&l erbac, or¬ 
dered it removiid. 

Letter tr Kcun 
The FBI rftfTi.rnent ‘.xi/C 
the torm or a ielier to 
columnist Czr': T. .1-. -'a.: 
ffomOyde A. Tolsor., rBI 
associate director. Tolscn 
denounced as "malicioo-s" 
and •scurrilous" Rowan's 
call last Sunday for r Bl 
Director j. £dpar Hoover 
10 be replaced because of 
the cav^ropping. 

* . . . the wiretap on 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
was specifically app;.; jd 
in advance in writing by 
the late attorney een<'ral 
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.o'Oas 

then 

cnited 

-d. 

:rnan re- 
' to an- 
by 

which he 
itself. We 
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comment at 

apartment law- 
uv acknow- 
l.he first time 

•.i.-.i!? i Lhat the FBI had 
, mordtorirg Dr. King. 

I d:sc!:.-?'ire was made 

I .n hearing in Houston on. 

I <tn appenl by ex-heavy- 
I yivigh: boxing champion 
; Muhc.-iimad Ali from his 
j rurtviction for refusing to 
be drafted, 

Ali’s conversation with 
Dr, King was picked up by 
the tap on Dr. King's 
-Vtiania home phone. 

It was alfO learned from 
gov ernment sources Wed- 

la.t. f til Sc 

obtained authorization to 
tap Dr. King’s phone from 
Auy, Gen. Kennedy in 
October, 1963. 

The bureau, these sour¬ 
ce < said, requested and 
received authority to in¬ 
stall the tap to check on 
Dr. King’s alleged contact 
with a Communist Party 
member. At the lime, the 
FBI w a s in vestigating 

whether the civil 
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'i; Ex'Attorneys Genera! Criticize r:^.' ch;. 
on Saying Robert Kennedy Initiated Ofd 




rights 
had been infil- 
t-i the United States. Mr. Ilrated by Communists. 


Robert F. Kennedy," Tol- 
•on said in his iktcr to 
Rowan. 

‘This device was strictly 
-n the field of intern^ 


. It could ^not be learned 
whether Kennedy ever 
called a halt to the electro¬ 
nic surveillance of Dr- 
King. 

Reliable sources said 
Katren'j-.ch, who sucteeJ- 
ed Kcmedy as altomev 
general, did npt learn of 
the tap imn.cdiately upon 
taking ove” liie Justice 
Dcpsi'tmer/ in September, 
I9C4, But it is known that 
he ordered ii removed 
April 30, 19Gv. 

Ram.^ey Clark, who took 
over from Kat::enh3rh Oct. 
1, 1%G, was the first 
attorney- genei-al *o insti- 


^ WsHINGTON — Two 
former attorneys general 
'accused J. Edgar Hoover 
^jThursday night of making 
l^false* and ’deceptive" 
featemsnts after the FBI 
director was quoted as 
Robert F. Kennedy 
•initiated a wiretap on Dr. 
‘^artin Luther King. 

^ Nicholas D. Katzenbach 
';imd Ramsey Clark spoke 
Wt afeer Hoover, in a 
4 o p y r i ghted Interview 
‘with the Washington 
ivening Star, said Kenne- 
'dy, when attorney gener- 
-al, not only authorized but 
|)rop05ed the tap because 
•of reports Dr. King was 
'associating with a lawyer 
Avith Communist connec- 
iions. 

I The King wiretap wa.s 
■iauthorized after the FBI 
^ade a case that national 
Security was involved. At- 
jtomeys general have had 
♦presidential approval fer 
wiretaps in cases of na- 
"tional security since the 
Presidency of Franklin D. 
^Roosevelt. 

? Katzenbach, asked about 
■jHoover's statement, said: 

> ■ ... To say or imply 
■^hat this tap was the 
prig Inal conception of 
.Robert Kennedy—that he 
^as the moving force in 
?this situation—or that he 
•had anv doubts what- 

procedure for pe>i;Sty^r^ o'^/a K 
dically reviewing all FBI-ai^ ^ ioyaiiy is 

W^tapping. Clark has 
told The Times that begin- Comments 

ning in December, 1936. he Clark, also asked for his 
required the bureau s^iid it was "de- 

three months to give him Hoover to 

list of every* person 

electronic surveillance reluctant eavesdronoer of 

I Clark said Dr. King's^^ Kin<r" He added: 
name never appeared on Hoover repeatedly 
the list, and he called^^^***^^ authorize 
•outrageous" the wiretaps on Dr. King 

tion that people viewed ''’hiie I was attorney ge- 
Dr. King as a security The rf the-c 

threat. ret^uf'-ts, v''' oi vN.ilrh 

According to FBI re-v-as grame-h came two 
cords, ihe tap was cut off ‘lays before the murder of 
April 30, 1965. But a Dr. King," 
question has arisen as to “ 
whether It may have con 
Unued 
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of possible political re^ 
cussions. 

Commenting on thi- 
I'egation, Katzenbaci's' 
"Truth is seldom fou.. 
selective and partiil 
closures o' this lyi'C." 

Katzeubac.-. dec tr. 
amplify on this part c..' 
statement which sue ; 
ed that Hoover pick: ' 
chose among docuir.cr.’ 
support -Jii- claim ; 
JCetinedy t».-as the ino'. 
fcree behind the Kirg •: 
vellance. 

Katzenbach, in a * 
phone Interview iio*' 
New 'York home, s:i. 
was "unworthy cf 
tradition of the FT'i^ 
attack in this fashic/.^ 
reputation of two 
(Kennedy and Dr. K 
who cannot defend 
selves." 

Called Unja^ 

"'What ha> beenT 
unfair to Sen. N]” 
and Dr. King ande 
standards that Ijl 
consonant with tT 
grity and senfc orju 
which have alwciysr <■ 
fore been the conti'- 
of Mr. Hoover to 
administration oi ‘ 
can justice,* Kat::: 
said. ■' L ^ 

Katzenbach SerT'"^ 
deputy attorney « 
under Kennedy ai 
ceeded him in ths ''; 
when Kennedy res;;::: 
run for the Senate 

Burke Marsha’^ ' 
headed the Justice D: 
menl’a Civil Righ's 
Sion under Kennc'.y. 
ported the charge ^ 
Hoover we's citing 
those document^ that 
up his asierllo:*.?. 

*.COil : «. • . 

Hoover f'' J’ *- c!::'' 
ration c*’ 

urner.ts cc. r r ; 
pally t*.vo p r ■ 

in order d:i! 

adverse pu'/ t-- 
^.:rci?u," 

T'he.n he di.i 
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Domestic Inteliigence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOT 


S/26/69 


Attached vas received from^a highly 
confidential eource and concerns a 
telephone conversation between Andrew 
Young, foecutive Vice President of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
and Stanley Levison. Young said that he 
thinks Kunstler (believed to be William 
Kunstler, New York attorney for the 
Black Panther Party (BPP), is about to 
file a suit enjoining the FBI from 
wire tapping BPP and several other 
organizations. Levison was a secret 
member of the Communist Party as late^ 
as 1964. ^ 


The Attorney General, Deputy Attorceyl 
(^neral and Internal Security Division 
are being advised. i 6 P ' / 

^ ^ 11 
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Mt5^SSITroCT5 A^JAi^.LL 
^CTOR 120-106670 (CODE) ?--« 

atteniioh domestic intelligence division 

S NEW YORK 100-136585 
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^ SECDRITT MATTER - COMMUNIST 

■VRTIN LUTHER KING, JR.t SM-C JOO- ^ 

OFFICE OF (MtIGIN - ATLANTA “ . 

FOLLOWING INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM h(^'> kllj) 

_ twenty FIVE SIXTYKINE 

•CLASSIFY "S 
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ON SIX TWENTYFIVE SIXTYNINE, ANDMW^UN^, EXECUTIVE 

SOUTBERN CHRISTIAN LEADERIffiff CONFERENCE^-- P 

' \l vice-president; SCCC, asked STANLe^feviSON, IF HE WAS "KEEPING 

-- ' 

UP ON THE TIMES (NEW YORK TIKES) THING ON WIRE TAPPING" 4’54 

(ALLUDING TO THE TAPPING OF TELEPHONES OF MARTIN LUTHER ' 

KING.) LEVISON REPLIED THAT HE WAS AND YOUNG SAID THAT HE 

THINKS THAT KUNSTLER IS ABOUT TO FILE A SUIT ENJOINING THE 

A. y <» <r /i? —' 

FBI AGAINST WIRE TAPPING THE BLACK PAOTHERS, JOMEN’S STRIKE 

REC-128 — 
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’•F RACIai ftr.f. <HP STUDENTS FOP A DEMOCRATIC 

7i::rything Vo ihl lft of us." 

AID THE FhOoLEK IS THAT KUNSTLER "IS TRYING 


% 

I 

I ro (b THE SOUP BUT THAT’S JUST NOT OUR COMPANY. 


AGREED. 


/ 


, ./ IS BELIEVED TO 3E NY ATTORNEY WILLIAM 

BI^CK PiMTHIRT>ARTY 


KUNTSlhs, WHO IS CURRENTLY ACTING FOR BPP MEMBERS 


( INVOLVED IN LEGAL ACTIONS IN NYC. 
^QCO 

NO irfw BEING SUBMITTED. 


UL 

CO 


AK i;0?Y BEING SENT TO AT. 


END 
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